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AFGHANISTAN 


ARRIVAL OF CZECH TROOPS IN AFGHANISTAN REPORTED, DENIED 
Arrival of Czech Troops Reported 
Lahore NAWA-E-WAQT in Urdu 15 May '80 p 3 


{Text} Latest reports indicate that the situation in Afghanistan is 
worsening. According to a report from Washington, the Soviet Union intends 
to send more troops into Afghanistan, because of the stepped-up activities 
and stubborn resistance of the freedom fighters. Some 5,000 Czech soldiers 
have also arrived in Afghanistan to reinforce the Soviet forces. Although 
major towns are controlled by the Soviets, most of the remote areas are still 
held by the guerrillas. 





The Karmal administration is greatly disturbed by the large demonstrations 
carried out against his regime during the past two weeks. He, therefore, 
had to seek more aid from the Soviets. The Soviet High Command has posted 
armored cars at major highways as a measure to overcome the deteriorating 
situation. On the other hand, clashes between Mujahids and the Soviet- 
ase.isted Afghan soldiers have further intensified. It has been learned 

that Afghan soldiers have brutally tortured freedom fighters in some areas. 
Reports of unrest and violence have also been received from Balkh, an Afghan 
province. The Karmal government has blamed reactionaries for instigating 
the youth. 


Students arrested during the recent demonstrations have been reportedly 
pressured into signing pro-government statements accusing foreign agents of 
provoking them. At least 24 students, who refused to do so, are being held 
and subjected to severe punishment at the Charakhi Prison in Kabul. 


Czech Denial 
Lahore MASHRIQ in Urdu 17 May 80 p 8 
[Text] The Czech Embassy in Islamabad has categorically denied the presence 
of any Czech soliders in Afghanistan. A foreign news agency had earlier 


reported from New Delhi that some 5,000 Czech soldiers had entered Afghanistan 
to reinforce the Soviet troops there. 


9484 
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AFGHANISTAN 


LNCREASED AMOUNTS OF FERTILIZERS, SEEDS DISTRIBUTED TO FARMERS 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 28 May 80 p 4 


[Text] Kabul, May 28, (Bakhtar)--Since the beginning of the new phase of 
Saur Revolution to the end of last month, 36,809 tons of chemical fertil- 
isers and 6182 tons of improved wheat seeds were distributed among farmers, 
Similarly, during this period, Afs. 2,417,339 worth of chemicals against 
plant and animal diseases were distributed along with 36,809 tons of urea, 
diammonium-phosphate and superphosphate which show an increase of 13 per- 
cent in the sale of fertiliser in comparison with the corresponding period 
in preceding year. 


Likewise, the sale of chemicals against animal and plant diseases has 
risen by Afs, 3,241,549 showing an increase of 16 percent over last year, 
In this way, the sale of improved wheat seeds has increased by 17 percent. 


Revealing the above, President of the Afghan Chemical Fertiliser Company, 
Abdullah Abed expressed satisfaction over the sale of chemical fertiliser 
in various provinces, especially ‘1 Kabul, Herat and Samangan provinces, 
showing an increase of almost 100 percent, 


He added that with the commencement of the new phase of Saur Revolution, in 
view of government attention to this agriculture and livestock and over- 
whelming support expressed by peasants at the first DRA Agricultural Confer- 
ence and the speech delivered on this occasion by Babrak Karmal reducing 
urea to benefit the peasants, the granting of Soviet aids and growing 
interests in cultivation and also raising agricultural products are 
important factors to increase the sale of fertilisers, improved seeds and 
chemicals against animal and plant diseases, 
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AFGHANISTAN 


MORE HAJLS TO VISIT MECCA THIS YUAR 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 3 Jun 80 no page given 


(Text] Kabul, June 3, (Bakhtar)--On the basis of decision of the Council 
ef Ministers and as a result of better facilities and conditions provided 
by DRA government, this year 8,000 of our Moslem and religious compatriots 
will go to Holy Mecca for pilgrimage, 


A source of the Ministry of Justice stating the above added that last year 
due to anti-popular policy of government of Hafizullah Amin, treacherous 
restrictions were imposed on religious rites of our Moslem people as a 
result of which only 400 people could manage to go to Holy Mecca, 


As the DRA government deems it its duty to profoundly respect the sacred 
religion of Islam and provides all kinds of necessary facilities for 

religious rites of our religious and Moslem compatriots, this year 8,000 
will go to Holy Mecca, 6,000 by air and 2,000 by surface transportation. 


Last year each Haji was required to pay Afs. 35,000 under the name of Haj 
services, However, this year each Haji will pay only Afs. 5000 for such 
services, 


Similarly, the authorised delegations of the Ministries of Justice and 
Public Health will leave for Saudi Arabia a month earlier to make prepara- 
tions for providing necessary facilities to Afghan Hajis. 


The Justice Ministry source added that the allocations for the capital and 
provinces will be announced later. 


CSO: 4920 














AFGHANISTAN 


FOREIGN MACHINERY PURCHASE APPROVED 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 1 Jun 80 p 3 


(text] Recently the DRA Council of Ministers approved the purchase of 
over five million dollars worth of machinery and relevant spare parts from 
Soviet, Czechoslovak, Romanian and Japanese firms, The machinery will be 
used by Technical Department of the Ministry of Public Works. 


Talking to a reporter of the daily Anis, Eng. Abdul Wadood, President of 
Technical Department, Road and Airport Construction Authority, Ministry of 
Public Works said: 


Though the purchase is approved yet separate agreements are to be signed in 
the near future with the said foreign firms, With the conclusion of these 
agreements the equipment, machinery and spare parts will reach the country 
during the four to five months of the current Afghan year, 


Elaborating on the projected purchase Eng, Abdul Wadood said under the 
separate agreement to be signed with a Soviet firm and covering part of 
this purchase equipment worth $3,281,964,80 will be imported into the 
country. These include an asphalt plant, stone crushers, bulldozers, 
graders, diesel-run trucks of eight ton capacity, trailers, steam boilers, 
etc, 


Likewise, eight items of various equipment such as loaders, cranes (8 tons 
load capacity), mobile workshops, compressors and dump-truck (15 tons load 
capacity) will be purchased from Czechoslovakia at the total price of 
$1,615,620.80, 


Four different items of equipment such as trucks and trailers will be 
purchased from Rumania at the total price of $211,735 under a separate 
agreement to be signed. 


Similarly, an agreement for purchase of generators, 100 kws and 15 kws oil 
tankers, etc. will be concluded with a Japanese firm, The agreement will 
be worth $865,137.5. 











The total price of the above-mentioned equipment including the spare parts 
will amount to $5,974,468,15, 


As is now the Mechanical Department has some sixty kinds of m. ‘nery and 
equipment at its disposal, mainly used in various units and pi te in the 
provinces and a number in Kabul, Some 90 percent of equipment and machin- 


ery now used are made in USSR, the rest in Czechoslovakia and a limited 
number in Japan, 


In view of operation the equipment and mchinery are divided into two 
groups, namely, transportation and road construction, Most of the road 
construction equipment are used for road construction projects in Nangarhar 
province, asphalting, construction of bridges, culverts and airport con- 
struction in the centre and provinces, 


The transport equipment, again divided into groups of heavy and light, are 
used on various projects for transportation or construction of materials 
and goods, The transportation means are run partly by diesel and partly 
by petroleum, The heavy transports carry goods such as cement, rolled 


iron, tar etc, from Afghan borders into the centre and from there to the 
project sites, 


Despite many obstacles with which the Technical Department is faced, it 


has been able to carry on its technical work in many projects throughout 
the country, 


The Technical Department employs a total of 1,011 workers, including 294 
skilled and administrative personnel, 11 military officers and 760 workers 
and drivers, 





Fortunately the greater part of work is done by local personnel, However, 
to further improve the work, use is also being made of experts from 
friendly country of Soviet Union, he added, 


CSO: 4920 








EMPHASIS ON TEACHERS' TRAINING 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 8 Jun 80 p 1 


(Text ] 


CSO; 


4920 


KABUL, June 8, (Bak- 
htar).— The High Teach- 
ers Training Institute in- 
service course for the tea- 
achers of 13 and 14th gra- 
des were inaugurated = in 
a ceremony by first De- 

uty Education Minister 
ohendoy Dr. Fagir Moh- 
ammad Yaqubi, at the 
Amani high school. 

Following recitation of 
a few verses from the ho- 
ly Koran and playing of 
DRA national anthem, Pr- 
esident of the teachers tr- 
aining institutes spoke on 
the importance and progr- 
ammes of such courses. 

Similarly, first deputy 
educatioon Minister in his 


the torch—bearers of  se- 
ience and knowledge who 
educate the children of 
the homeland, the valua- 
ble treasure of the coun: 
try. Thus, heavy respons- 
ibilities have been laid on 
your shoulders to take 
wid; steps for educating 
the children of the cou- 
ntry and produce true and 
honest men for the futu 
re society. 


Two teachers on behalf 


‘of others elso spoke in 


this connection. 

A source of the Educa- 
tion Ministry said that 
1,300 in—service teachers 
have enrolled in the cour: 


speech said: “teachers are se. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


ELECTRIC POWER “XTENDED TO REMOTE AREAS 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 9 Jun 80 p 4 


[Text] Kabul, June 9, (bkakhtar)--With the completion of fourth electric 
network of Kabul province the remote areas lacking electricity will be 
supplied with © lectricity. 


Work on thi: oroject is expected to be completed in the course of the five 
year developmen: pian, 


The network includes remote areas like Paghman, Shewaki, Bagrami, Qargha, 
part of Shakar dara, etc, 


A source of Kabul Electricity Board said that according to the development 
plans for the current year, cables have been extended during the last two 
months for Afshar, Darulaman, Deh Dana, Chardehi, part of Char Asyab, 
Jamal Mina, Baghe Bala, Etefaq Mosque, Qalae Khater, Bibi Mehro and the 
metres have been fixed outdoors, The cable extension work continues in 
other parts of the country. 


Kabul electric supply networks have been extended through nort-east and 
north-west sub-stations, At present the electricity consumption is about 
97,000 k.w.h, 


The source added that afs, 13,122,930 has been collected as electric fees 
for the month of Hamal of the current year showing an increase of afs, 
7,000,000 compared with the same period last year, 


Presently, the electricity board has 70,000 subscribers, and with the 
implementation of city projects by the Municipality Department and orga- 
nizing the electric supply system by the Kabul electric board, the sub- 
scribers will further increase in the future, the source added, 


CSO: 4920 











NEW HOUSING PROJECT REPORTED 


APGHANLSTAN 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 8 Jun 80 p 4 


(Text) 


CSO: 


4920 


KABUL. June 4, (Bakh 
ier) The cornerstone of 
tour residential blocks to 
house workers and offic 
ials of Food Procurement 
and Goverament Cooperati- 
ves Employees of  Balkh 
province, was laid in a cere. 
mony last Thursday. The 
blocks are located to the 
eastern part of Oi! and Gas 
Technicum of  Mavzari Sh 
arif 

Begun wit recitation of 
few verses trom Holy Ko 
ran the ceremony was 
addressed by Sayyed Ta 
hiv Shah Paikargar, alte 
rnate member of PDPA 
CC and AC member, who 
referring to the progressi- 


ve measures adopted by 
DRA government describ 


ed the construction of new 
living quarters for  work- 
ers and officials as anoth 
er fruitful step toward rea 
sation of aspirations em 
bodied in DRA Fundamen- 
tal Principles 

The ceremon) was atten- 
ded by the Governor, me- 
mbers of provincial and city 
party committees of Balkh 
province, some of depart 
mental heads 

The Governor of Balkh 
and head of Food Procw 
rement Department also 
spoke at the ceremony 

The four residential blo- 
cks cover 30,000 square me- 
tre and they are being built 
by Afghan Construction 
Unit, to the cost Afs. 36 
million and will be finance 
ed from state budget. 








AFGHANISTAN 


EXPORTS HELPED BY EXPORT PROMOTLON BANK 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 28 May 80 p 4 


{Text } 


KABUL, May 28, (Bakhtar).—According to article 2) of the DRA Fund. 
amental Principles instracting the government to encourage and supervise 
development of local trade in the interest of the people, the administration per: 
mits the free retail and wholesale trade and meanwhile controls market 
rates, It also helps all trading companies and national tradesmen to imple- 
ent foreign trade including export and, import. Besides it encourages tra- 
desmen to expand the export volume and raise the quality of the exports to 

compete Imperialist monopolies, 


CSO: 4920 


The Export Promotion 
Bank has helped a lar 
number of national trade- 
sinen, private enterprises 
and investors which is 
highly important from the 
view point of national eco- 
nomic growth. 

In reply to a Bakhtar 
reporter's question, a bunk 
official said this year na 
tional tradesmen, export- 
import companies and pr- 
ivate investors will be pr- 
ovided with greater amo 
unt of financial assistan- 
ce. For instance, during 
the first two months of 
the current Afghan year 
letters of credit worth 
1722.880 dollars, 410,000 
yens and 124,761 DM were 


opened with the bank gu- 
arvanteeing the import of 
consumer goods such as 
raw materials for factor ics, 
soap, edible ofl, ete. 

Similarly it will previ- 
de the Afghan Fruit Com- 
pany with a credit of Afs 
500 million, the handicraf- 
ts emporium with Afs. 12 
million to boost — 
exports, the People's . 
port-Import Company with 
Afs. 10 million, to defray 
its advance payments for 
its imports including con- 
sumer goods such as edi- 
ble oil, soap and raw ma- 
terial. 

The bank also grants cr- 
edits to other companies 
and national tradesmen. 





APGHANILSTAN 


SOVLET PRINTING MACHINES--Kabul, May 31 (Bakhtar)--Two new offset printing 
machines were made operational at the Industrial Park Press last Thursday. 
The ceremonies were opened by President of the Government Printing Press 
Mohammad Aywar Nabizada, Presented as grant in aid by the Sovie* Union 
will enable the above press to raise its capacity to 120,000 im»: esions, 
At present, this amounts to 800,000 ) daily. broxt) R 
KABUL NEW TIMES in English 31 May 80 p 4 


TWO NEW TAX LAWS--Kabul, June 1 (Bakhtar)--The Laws Concerning Organization 
ami Tasks of various DRA Ministries and Tax on Consumer Goods came into 
effect with the publication thereof in the Official Gazette of May 21, 
1980. According to the Ministry of Justice, the above laws were endorsed 
by the President of the Revolutionary Council after being approved by the 
DRA Council of Ministers and the RC Presidium, The former law has three 
chapters and 29 articles and the latter four chapters and 12 articles. 

The RC decision on liquidation of the Afghanistan National Oil Institute as 
a government enterprize to be replaced by a department within the framework 
of the Ministry of Mines and Industries has also been carried in the same 
issue of the Official Gazette, The above laws shall be also published in 
the national press for public information in accord with article 40 of the 
DRA Fundamental Principles. (Text) (Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 

1 Jun 80 no page given) 


NEW MOSQUE CORNERSTONE LAID--Magare Sharif, June 2 (Bakhtar)--The corner- 
etone of a congregational mosque was laid in the center of Chemtal, Balkh 
province yesterday, To be built on a 2,000 square metre plot of land the 
mosque will cost Afs. 150,000 to accomodate 1,000 worshippers. Construc- 
tion expenses have been paid by the religious inhabitants who have also 
contributed to the construction work, [Text] [Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in 
English 2 Jun 80 p 1) 


STATUS OF WATER SUPPLY SYSTEMS--Kabul, Jume 2 (Bakhtar)--More than Afs. 1.5 
billion has been spent on water supply systems in Kabul and various 
provinces during the past 5 years. After completion of the Afshar and the 
first phase of the Logar projects, 4 total of 42,300 cubic metre of potable 
water will be made available to Kabul citizens. At the present, 24,000 
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cuble metres of water are pumped into various parte of the capital for use 
by 500,000 inhabitants. According to the nationwide plan, water supply 
systems will be budle in 9 sectors of Kabul including the one to utilize 
underground waters from the Logar River bed, Right now, over 200,000 
citizens of Werat, Kandahar, Magar, Jalalabad, Ghagni and Mehtarlam can 
use potable water, pumped through their local water supply systems, The 
same number of people will take advantage of hygienic water in Kunduz, 
Baghlan, Khanabad, Charikar and Qalai Nau after completion of their water 
supply systems, (vexe) (Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 2 Jun 80 p 3) 


C80; 4920 
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ALGERIA 


REORGANIZATION OF SONATRACH, ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW ENTERPRISES 
Three New Enterprises Created 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 8 May 80 pp 1, 3 


(Text) On the basis of three presidential decrees SONATRACH has just been 
broken up into three national companies. 


They will be designated as follows: 
lL. The GTP (Nacional Enterprise for Major Oil Projects); 


2. The ERDP [National Enterprise for the Refining and Distribution of Oil 
Products); and 


3. The ENPC [National Enterprise for Plastics and Rubber). 


It should be noted that other companies, namel,, the DNC [ ?National 
Directorate of Cooperatives], CNAN [Algerian National Shipping Company], 
SNS [National Steel Company], and others are being studied with a view to 
reorganization as well. 


Applying the principle of the restructuring of enterprises, a principle 
which has been the subject of discussions in the legal committee and the 
party [FLN] organization, and on the occasion of the national seminar held 
on the subject, the National Company for the Transport and Marketing of 
Hydrocarbons [SONATRACH] has been broken up into several companies. Thus, 
on the strength of three presidential decrees, three new companies to take 
over the operations of SONATRACH have been established. 


The first, the GTP, is charged with studying plans and implementing indus- 
trial projects in the fields of petroleum, gas, and petrochemicals. 


The second, the ERDP, is charged with the processing of petroleum, its by- 
products, and gas slated for domestic consumption and export as well as the 
distribution of refined products in the Algerian market. 
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The third, the ENPC, is charged with the production and sale of plastics 
and rubber in Algeria, 


Finally, SONATRACH retains ite jurisdiction in the areas of the research, 
exploitation, transport, and marketing of hydrocarbons on the international 
market. 


ERDP Established 
Algiers JOURNA. OFFICIEL DE LA REPUBLIQUE ALGERIENNE in French pp 426-429 


[Decree No 80-101 of 6 April 1980 of the Ministry of Energy and Petrochem- 
ical Industries on the establishment of the National Enterprise for the 
Refining and Distribution of Oil Products} 


[Excerpts} The president of the republic, 
Decrees the following: 

Title I 

Designation, Purpose, Head Office 


Art. l--A national enterprise designated as National Enterprise for the 
Refining and Distribution of Oil Products, acronym ERDP, a socialist 
economic enterprise, is established. 


The National Enterprise for the Refining and Distribution of Oil Products 
which has a commercial status in its relations with third parties is 
governed by the principles of the Charter of the Socialist Organization of 
Enterprises, the provisions of Ordinance No 71-74 of 16 November 1971 men- 
tioned above [section not translated], and the existing statutes. 


Art. 2--The National Enterprise for the Refining and Distribution of Oil 
Products is charged within the framework of the national economic and social 
deve lopment plan with the Liquid hydrocarbons refining industry and the 
distribution of products refined on Algerian territory. 


ihe purposes and means of the enterprise are established as follows: 


Ll. Purposes: 
a. As regards refining, 


The National Enterprise for the Refining and Distribution for Oil Products 
is charged with promoting, developing, managing, and organizing the refin- 
ing industry. It is charged notably with the operations involving the 
processing of crude oil and condensates to obtain refined products slated 
for meeting the needs of the domestic market and exports. 
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b. Aes regards distribution, 


The National Enterprise for the Refining and Distribution of O11 Products 
ie charged with organizing and developing the distribution operations of 
refined products originating from ite own facilities or those it acquires 
to complete ite range of production. The enterprise is charged notably 
with 


i. To organize and manage the distribution network; 


ii. To market fuele and lubricants (including those allocated to the air 
force and navy, the GPL [expansion unknown]), bitumens, paraffins, tires, 
and any other product with similar commercial characteristics. 


iii. To store and transport any product refined to marketed by the enter- 
prise on Algerian territory. 


The National Enterprise for the Refining and Distribution of Oil Products 
can additionally undertake, within the framework of the regulations in ef- 
fect, operations connected with its purpose. 


2. Means 


a. For accomplishing its duties the enterprise is endowed by the govern- 
ment, through the transfer of property and personnel held or managed by the 
National Enterprise for the Research, Production, Transport, Processing, 
and Marketing of Hydrocarbons |SONATRACH] or entrusted to it with the 
means, structures, shares, rights, obligations, and personnel connected 
with or used in the realization of the purposes and activities relative 

to the refining and distribution of oil products. 


b. Additionally, the enterprise is to use within the limits of its juris- 
diction and in accordance with legislative provisions and regulations all 
industrial, movable, immovable, financial and commercial means for the 


realization of the purposes assigned to it by its bylaws and by deve lop- 
ment plans and programs. 


c. The enterprise can also contract, within the limits authorized and in 
accordance with legislative provisions and rules, loans to boost the finan- 
cial means necessary to the meeting of its responsibilities and the reali- 


zation of the purposes set in the framework of development programs and 
plans. 


Art. 3--The head office of the National Enterprise for the Refining and 
Distribution of 0il Products is located in Boudousou. It can be trans- 
ferred to any other location on Algerian territory by decree made on a re- 
port of the minister of energy and petrochemical industries. 
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Title Il 
Structure, Management, Operation 


Act. 4--The structure, management, and operation of the National Enterprise 
for the Refining and Distribution of O11 Products and ite unite follow the 
principles contained in the Charter of the Socialist Organization of Enter- 
prises, the provisions decreed by Ordinance No 71-74 of 16 November 1971 
relative to the socialist management of enterprises, and the laws issued 
for its implementation, 


Art. 5--The National Enterprise for the Refining and Distribution of Oil 
Products is endowed with a legal identity and financial autonomy, 


Art. 6--The organs of the National Enterprise for the Refining and Distri- 
bution of Oil Products and ite umites are the following: 


1. The workers’ assembly; 


2. The board of directors; 


3. The general manager of the enterprise or the manager of the unit; and 


4. The permanent committees. 


Art. 7--The organs of the National Enterprise for the Refining and Distri- 
bution of Oil Products guarantee the coordination of all the activities of 
the units making up the enterprise. 


These units assist in the realization of the purpose of the enterprise. 


The units of the National Enterprise for the Refining and Distribution of 
Oil Products are constituted and their number determined according to the 
provisions of Decree No 73-177 of 25 October 1973 relative to the economic 
unit and subsequent Laws. 


Title Ill 
Supervision, Control, Coordination 


Art. 8--The National Enterprise for the Refining and Distribution of Oil 
Products is placed under the supervision of the minister of energy and 
petrochemical industries. 


Art. 9--Powers of supervision and control are exercised according to the 
legislation in e/fect and notably that establishing the principal relations 


among the socialist enterprise, the supervisory authority, and the other 
State agencies. 
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Art. 1l0-*The National Enterprise for the Refining and Distribution of Oil 
Produccs i@ to take part in inter-enterprise coordination councils under 
the conditions provided by Decree No 75-56 of 19 April 1975 relative to 
the coordination councile of socialist enterprises, 


Title IV 
Enterprise Property 


Art. ll--The property of the National Enterprise for the Refining and 
Distribution of Oil Products is governed by the regulations pertaining to 
the property of socialist enterprises, taking into account the assete and 
Liabilities resulting from the transfer called for by Title I, Article 2, 
section 2, paragraph Ll, 


Art. l2--The amount of the initial funds of the enterprise is established 
by joint decree of the minister of energy and petrochemical industries 
and the minister of finance. 


Art. l3--Any subsequent change in the initial funds of the National Enter- 
prise tor the Refining and Distribution of Oil Products must occur upon 
the proposal of the general manager of the ERDP after consultation with 
the workers’ assembly, by joint decree of the minister of energy and petro- 
chemical industries and the minister of finance. 


Title V 
Financial Structure of the Enterprise 


Art. 14--The financial structure of the National Enterprise for the Refin- 
ing and Distribution of Oil Products is governed by legislative provisions 
and regulations, notably those relating to socialist enterprises. 


Art. 15--The estimates of the National Enterprise for the Refining and 
Distribution of Oil Products or the unit, accompanied by the opinions and 
recommendations of the workers’ assembly of the enterprise or unit, are to 
be submitted for approval within the legal deadlines to the minister of 
energy and petrochemic. | industries, the minister of finance, and the 
minister of planning and national development. 


Art. l6--The balance sheet, general operating account, profit and loss ac- 
count, profit or loss distribution account, and the annual activities re- 
port for the previous fiscal year accompanied by the opinions and recom- 
mendations of the workers’ assembly of the enterprise or the workers' as- 
sembly of the unit and or the report or reports of the accounts commis- 
sioner are to be sent to the minister of energy and petrochemical indus- 
tries, the minister of finance, and the minister of planning and national 
deve lopment . 
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Art, l7--The accounts of the National Enterprise for the Refining and 
Distribution of Oil Products are kept on a commercial basis in accordance 
with the provisions of Ordinance No 75-35 of 29 April 1975 relating to the 
national accounting plan. 

Title VI 

Procedure for Amendment 


Art. 18--Any amendment to the existing statutes, with the exclusion of 
those mentioned in Article 13 above, is to be done in the same forms as 
those involving the adoption of said statutes, 

The wording of amendments is to be the subject of a proposal of the general 
manager of the National Enterprise for the Refining and Distribution of Oil 


Products formulated at a meeting of the board of directors after consulta- 
tion with the workers’ assembly. 


It is to be submitted to the minister of energy and petrochemical indus- 
tries. 


Art, 19--The provisions included in Decree No 66-296 of 22 September 1966 
mentioned above relative to the operations of refining and distribution of 
oil products are abrogated. 


Art. 20--The present decree will be published in the JOURNAL OFFICIEL DE LA 
REPUBLIQUE ALGERIENNE DEMOCRATIQUE ET POPULAIRE, 


Signed in Algiers, 6 April 1980. 
[signed] Chadli Bend jedid 
ENPC Established 


Algiers JOURNAL OFFICIEL DE LA REPUBLIQUE ALGERIENNE in French 8 Apr 80 
op 429-431 


‘Decree No 80-102 of 6 April 1980 of the Ministry of Energy and Petrochem- 
ical Industries on the establishment of the National Enterprise for 
Plastics and Rubber] 


[Excerpts] The president of the republic, 


Decrees the following: 
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Title I 
Designation, Purpose, Head Office 


Art. le-A national enterprise designated as National Enterprise for 
Plastics and Rubber, acronym ENPC, a socialist economic enterprise, is 
established, 


The National Mnterprise for Plastics and Rubber which has a commercial 
status in its relations with third parties is governed by the principles 

of the Charter of the Socialist Organization of Enterprises, the provisions 
of Ordinance No 71-74 of 16 November 1971 mentioned above [section not 
translated], and the existing statutes. 


Art. 2°-The National Enterprise for Plastics and Rubber is charged within 
the framework of the national economic and social development plan with 
the promotion, realization, production, and marketing of products result- 
ing from the processing operations of plastics and rubber. 


The purposes and means of the enterprise are as follows: 
1. Purposes: 


The National Enterprise for Plastics and Rubber has the following respon- 
sibilities: 


a. To promote a national plastics and rubber industry; 
b. To plan, define, and propose new industrial installation projects and 


the extension of existing industrial units in the plastics and rubber 
sectors; 


c. To exploit and manage the structures and means available to it and to 
produce so as to satisfy the needs of the various users and make profitable 
the existing means of production; 


d. To transport and store raw materials, finished, and semifinished 
products; 


e. To market the products that it manufactures or imports. 


The enterprise can also undertake within the framework of the regulations 
in effect all operations connected with its purpose. 


2. Means: 


a. To meet its responsibilities the enterprise is endowed by the govern- 
ment, through the transfer of the property and personnel held or managed 
by the National Company for the Research, Production, Transport, Processing, 
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and Marketing of Hydrocarbons or entrusted to it, with the means, struc- 
tures, shares, rights, obligations, and personnel connected with or used 
in the realization of the purposes and activities relative to the 


processing of plastics and rubber as they are defined above in the present 
article, 


b. Additionally, the enterprise is to use within the limits of its juris- 
diction and in accordance with legislative provisions and regulations all 
industrial, movable, immovable, financial, and commercial means for the 
realization of the purposes assigned to it by its bylaws and by develop- 
ment plans and programs, 


c. The enterprise can also contract, within the limits authorized and in 
accordance with legislative provisions and rules, loans to boost the fi- 
nancial means necessary for meeting its responsibilities and the realiza- 


tion of the purposes set in the framework of development programs and 
plans. 


Art. 3--The head office of the Natir>nal Enterprise for Plastics and Rubber 
is established in Setif. It can be transferred to any other location on 
Algerian territory by decree issued on the basis of a report of the min- 
ister of energy and petrochemical industries. 


GTP Established 


Algiers JOURNAL OFFICIEL DE LA REPUBLIQUE ALGERIENNE in French 8 Apr 80 
pp 431-433 


[Decree No 80-103 of 6 April 1980 of the Ministry of Energy and Petrochem- 


ical Industries on the establishment of the National Enterprise for Major 
Oil Projects] 


[Excerpts] The president of the republic, 
Decrees the following: 

Title I 

Designation, Purpose, Head Office 


Art. l--A national enterprise designated as National Enterprise for Major 
Oil Projects, acronym GTP, a socialist economic enterprise, is established. 


The National Enterprise for Major Oil Projects, which has a commercial 
status in its relations with third parties, is governed by the principles 
of the Charter of the Socialist Organization of Enterprises, the provisions 
of Ordinance No 71-74 of 16 November 1971 mentioned above [section not 
translated], and existing statutes. 
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Art. 2--The enterprise is charged, within the framework of the national 
economic and social development plan, with the study and realization of 
industrial installation projects in the field of hydrocarbons and indus- 
tries relating to them on Algerian territory. 


The purposes and means of the enterprise are set as follows: 


lL, Purposes: 
The enterprise is charged with the following: 


a. General studies of industrial complexes, detailed studies of techni- 
cal, economic, and financial problems, as well as the expertise, control, 
or reception of all materials, equipment, or installations. 


b. The integrated realization of the major industrial complexes in the 
field of hydrocarbons and industries relating to them, notably, in those 
of petrochemicals, refining, and gas, 


c. The maintenance of equipment, installations. or industrial complexes 
relating to its purpose. 


Additionally, the enterprise can undertake within the framework of the 
regulations in effect operations connected with its purpose. 


2. Means: 


a. To meet its responsibilities the enterprise is endowed by the govern- 
ment, through the transfer of property and personnel held or managed by 

the National Company for the Research, Production, Transport, Processing, 
and Marketing of Hydrocarbons or entrusted to it, with the means, struc- 
tures, shares, rights, obligations, and personnel connected with or used 


in the realization of the purposes and activities relative to major oil 
projects. 


b. Additionally, the enterprise is to use within the limits of its juris- 
diction and in accordance with legislative provisions and regulations all 
the industrial, movable, immovable, financial, and commercial means for the 


realization of the purposes assigned to it by its bylaws and development 
plans and programs. 


c. The enterprise can also contract, within the authorized limits and 
in accordance with legislative provisions and regulations, loans to boost 
the financial means necessary for the meeting of its responsibilities and 


the realization of the purposes set in the context of development programs 
and plans. 
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Art. 3--The head office of the enterprise is establisheu in Feghaia, It 
can be transferred to any other location on Algerian territory by decree 
made on the basis of a report of the minister of energy and petrochemical 
industries, 


Transfers to the GTP 


Algiers JOURNAL OFFICIEL DE LA REPUBLIQUE ALGERIENNE in French 8 Apr 80 
pp 433-434 


[Decree No 80-104 of 6 April 1980 of the Ministry of Energy and Petro- 
chemical Industries on the transfer to the National Enterprise for Major 
Oil Projects of the structures, means, property, activities, and personnel 
held or managed by the National Company for the Research Production, Trans- 
port, Processing, and Marketing of Hydrocarbons within the framework of its 
activities in the field of major oil products] 


[Excerpts] The president of the republic, 
Decrees the following: 


Art. l--The following are transferred under the conditions set by the 
present decree to the National Enterprise for Major Oil Projects: 


|. Activities relating to the field of the major oil projects pursued by 
the National Company for the Research, Production, Transport, Processing, 
and Marketing of Hydrocarbons; 


2. The property, rights, means, and structures pertaining to the princi- 
pal and secondary activities relating to the purposes of the National En- 
terprise for Major Oil Projects used by the National Company for the Re- 
search, Production, Transport, Processing, and Marketing of Hydrocarbons; 


3. The personnel connected with the management and operation of the struc- 


tures, means and property mentioned above used in the activities relating 
to major oil projects. 


Art. 2--The transfer of activities, menti>-ned in Article 1 above, involves 
the following: 


1. Substitution of the National Enterprise for Major Oil Projects in 
place of the National Company for the Research, Production, Transport, 
Processing, and Marketing of Hydrocarbons beginning with a date which will 
be set by decree of the minister of energy and petrochemical industries. 


2. Responsibilities in the field of major oil projects exercised by the 
National Company for the Research, Production, Transport, Processing, and 
Marketing of Hydrocarbons by virtue of Decree No 63-491 of 31 December 1963 
an. amended by Decree No 66-296 of 22 September 1966 relating to the 
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establishment and organisation of the National Company for the Research, 
Production, Transport, Processing, and Marketing of Hydrocarbons will 
cease as of that date, 


Art. Je°The transfer provided for by Article 1 above of the means, prop- 
erty, shares, rights, and obligations held or managed by the National 
Company for the Research Production, Transport, Processing, and Marketing 
of Hydrocarbons gives rise! 


A. To the Betabliehment of the following: 


lL. A quantitative, qualitative, and estimated inventory drawn up in ac~ 
cordance with the Laws and regulations in effect by a committee chaired by 
a representative of the minister of energy and petrochemical industries 
whose members are appointed by the minister of finance and by the minister 
of energy and petrochemical industries; 


2. <A liet drawn up jointly by decree of the minister of energy and petro- 
chemical industries and the minister of finance; 


3. A closing survey of the activities and means used for major oil proj- 
ects indicating the value of the property items involved in the transfer 
of the National Enterprise for Major Oil Projects. This closing survey 
must be subject, within a maxiaum of three months. to the verification and 
approval of the competent departments of the ministry of finance. 


B. Definition of the procedures for transmission of the data and docu- 
ments relating to the subject of the transfers provided in Article 1. To 
this effect the minister of energy and petrochemical industries can deter- 
mine the methods necessary for the safeguarding and protection of the 
archives as well as their safekeeping and their transmission to the National 
Enterprise for Major 0i1 Projects. 


Art. 4--The personnel connected with the operation and management of all 
the structures and means mentioned in Article 1, section 3, are transferred 
in accordance with the legislation in effect. 


The rights and obligations of the personne! mentioned above continue to be 
governed by legal provisions, either of a statutory or contractual nature, 
applicable to them on the date of publication of the present decree. 


The minister of energy and petrochemical industries will determine as the 
need arises, the transfer of said personnel, and the methods relative to 
the operations required to insure the regular and steady functioning of the 
structures of the National Enterprise for Major Oil Projects. 


Art. 5--The minister of energy and petrochemical industries and the min- 
ister of finance are charged, each within the limits of his jurisdiction, 
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with the implementation of the present decree which will be published in 
the JOURNAL OFFICIEL DE LA REPUBLIQUE ALGERIENNE DEMOCRATIQUE ET 
POPULATRE, 


Signed in Algiers, 6 April 1980, 
[eigned) Chadli Bend jedid 
Tranefers to the ENPC 


Algiers JOURNAL OFFICIEL DE LA REPUBLIQUE ALGERIENNE in French 8 Apr 80 
pp 434-435 


[Decree No 80-105 of 6 April 1980 of the Ministry of Energy and Petrochem- 
ical Industries on the transfer to the National Enterprise for Plastics 
and Rubber of the structures, means, property, activities, import monopoly, 
and personnel held or managed by the National Company for the Research, 
Production, Transport, Processing, and Marketing of Hydrocarbons within 
the framework of its activities for the processing of plastics and rubber) 


[Excerpts] The president of the republic, 


Decrees the following: 


Art. l+-The following are transferred under conditions set by the present 
decree to the National Enterprise for Plastics and Rubber: 


1. Activities relating to the processing of plastics and rubber under the 
jurisdiction of the National Company for the Research, Production, Trans- 
port, processing, and Marketing of Hydrocarbons. 





2. The property, rights, means, and structures connected with the princi- 
pal and secondary activities relating to the processing of plastics and 


rubber used by the National Company for the Research, Production, Trans- 
port, Processing, and Marketing of Hydrocarbons. 


3. The personnel connected with the management and operation of the struc- 
tures, means, and property mentioned above and used in the activities in- 
herent in the processing of plastics and rubber. 


Art. 2--The transfer of activities, mentioned in Article 1 above, includes 
the following: 


1. Substitution of the National Enterprise for Plastics and Rubber in 
place of the National Company for the Research, Production, Transport, 
Processing, and Marketing of Hydrocarbons beginning with a date to be 


determined by decree of the minister of energy and petrochemical indus- 
tries, 


23 











Responsibilities in the field of plastics and rubber processing exercised 
by the National Company for the Research, Production, Transport, 
Processing, and Marketing of Hydrocarbons by virtue of Decree No 63-491 of 
Jl December 1963 and amended by Decree No 66-296 of 22 September 1966 re- 
lating to the establishment «ad organization of the National Company for 
the Research, Production, Transport, Processing, and Marketing of Hydro- 
carbons, will cease ae of that date. 


2. The total and definitive tranefer before | January 1981 of the import 
monopoly of products included in the list annexed to the present decree 
end held under the jurisdiction of the National Company for the Research, 
Production, Transport, Processing, and Marketing of Hydrocarbons by virtue 
of Ordinance No 71°48 of 15 July 1971, Temporary methods for the exercise 
of the above-mentioned monopoly and those relative to the transfer oper- 
ations will be set as the need arises by decree of the minister of energy 
and petrochemical industries. 


Art. 3--The transfer mentioned in Article | above of the means, property, 
shares, rights, and obligations held or managed by the National Company for 
the Research, Production, Transport, Processing, and Marketing of Hydro- 
carbons gives rise: 


A. To the establishment of the following: 


L. A quantitative, qualitative, and estimated inventory drawn up in ac~- 
cordance with the laws and regulations in effect by a committee chaired by 
a representative of the minister of energy and petrochemical industries 
whose members are appointed by the minister of finance and by the minister 
of energy and petrochemical industries. 


2. A list drawn up jointly by decree of the minister of energy and petro- 
chemical industries and the minister of finance. 


3. A closing survey of the activities and means used for the processing of 
plastics and rubber, indicating the value of the property being the subject 
of the transfer to the National Enterprise for Plastics and Rubber. This 

closing survey met be the subject, within a maximum of three months, of the 


verification and approval of the competent departments of the Ministry of 
Finance. 


B. Definition of the procedures of transmission of the data and documents 
relating to the subject of the transfers provided in Article 1. To this 
effect the minister of energy and petrochemical industries can determine 
the methods necessary for the safeguarding and protection of the archives 
as well as their safekeeping and their transmission to the National Enter- 
prise for Plastics and Rubber. 
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Import Monopoly of Rubber Products 


Algiers JOURNAL OFFICIEL DE LA REPUBLIQUE ALGERIENNE in French 8 Apr 60 
p 435 


[List of products to enjoy monopoly import assigned to the National Enter- 
prise for Plastics and Rubber) 


Cus tome 

taritt 

Aon Description 

26.03 Carbon (notably black or plain) 

40,01 Natural rubber latex even mixed with synthetic rubber 
latex, prevulcanized natural rubber latex, natural rub- 
ber, balata, gutta-percha, and analogous natural in- 
gredients 

40,02 Synthetic rubber latex, prevulcanized rubber latex, 


synthetic rubber, synthetic rubber derived from oil 


Transfers to ERDP 
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[Decree No 80-106 of 6 April 1980 on the transfer to the National Enter- 
prise for the Refining and Distribution of Oil Products of the structures, 
means, property, activities, import monopoly, and personnel held or man- 
aged by the National Company for the Research, Production, Transport, 
Processing, and Marketing of Hydrocarbons within the framework of its re- 
fining and ofl products distribution operations) 


{Excerpts} The president of the republic, 


Decrees the following: 


Art. l«-The following are transferred under the conditions set by the 
present decree to the National Enterprise for the Refining and Distribution 
of Oil Products: 


1, Activities relating to the refining and distribution of oil products 
affected by the National Company for the Research, Production, Transport, 
Processing, and Marketing of Hydrocarbons; 


2. The property, rights, means, and structures relating to the principal 
and secondary activities pertaining to the refining and distribution of oil 
products used by the National Company for the Research, Production, Trans- 
port, Processing, and Marketing of Hydrocarbons; 
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3, The personne! connected with the management and operation of the struc 
tures, means, and property mentioned above used in the activities inherent 
in the refining and dietribution of ofl products, 


Art. 2=°The transfer of activities mentioned in Article | above includes 
the following! 


1. Subseticution of the National Enterprise for the Refining and Distri- 
bution of Oil Products in place of the National Company for the Research, 
Production, Transport, Processing, and Marketing of Hydrocarbons beginning 
with a date which will be set by a decree of the minister of energy and 
petrochemical industries, 


Responsibilities in the field of refining and distribution of oil products 
held by the National Company for the Research, Production, Transport, 
Processing, and Marketing of Hydrocarbons by virtue of Decree No 63-491 

of 31 December 1963 and amended by Decree No 66-296 of 22 September 1966 
relating to the establishment and organization of SONATRACH will cease as 
of that date. 


2. The total and definitive transfer prior to 1 January 1981 of the import 
monopoly of products included in the list annexed to the present decree 
and held by the National Company for the Research, Production, Transport, 
Processing, and Marketing of Hydrocarbons by virtue of Ordinance No 71-48 
of 15 July 1971. Temporary methods for the exercise of the above- 
mentioned monopoly and those relative to the transfer operations will be 
set as the need arises by decree of the minister of energy and petrochem- 
ical industries. 


Art. 3--The transfer mentioned by Article 1 above of the means, property, 
shares, rights, and obligations held or managed by the National Company 

for the Research, Production, Transport, Processing, and Marketing of Hydro- 
carbons gives rise: 


A. To the establishment of the following: 


|. A quantitative, qualitative, and estimated inventory drawn up in ac- 
cordance with the laws and regulations in effect by a committee chaired by 
a representative of the minister of energy and petrochemical industries 
whose members are appointed by the minister of energy and petrochemical 
industries and the minister of finance; 


2. A list drawn up jointly by a decree of the minister of energy and petro- 
chemical industries and the minister of finance; 


3. A closing survey of the activities and means used for the refining and 
distribution of oil products indicating the value of the property being 
transferred to the National Enterprise for the Refining and Distribution 
of Oil Products. This closing survey must be the subject, within a maximum 
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of three months, of the verification and approval of the competent depart- 
mente of the Ministry of Finance, 


B, Definition of the procedures of tranemission of the data and documents 
relating to the subject of the transfers provided in Article 1, For this 
purpose che minister of energy and petrochemical industries can determine 
the methods necessary for the safeguarding and protection of the archives 
ae well as their safekeeping and transmission to the National Enterprise 
for the Refining and Distribution of O11 Products, 


Import Monopoly of Oil Producte 
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[List of products pertaining to the import monopoly of oil products as-~ 
signed to the National Engerprise for the Refining and Distribution of Oil 


Products } 

Cus toms 

tariff 

Aten —— Description 

27.06 Coal-tar, lignite tar, or pest tar and other mineral tars, 
including skimmed mineral tars and reconstituted mineral 
tars. 

27.07 Oil and other products originating from the distillation 
of high-temperature coal tar and analogous products in 
the meaning of footnote 2 of the chapter. 

27.08 Pitch and coke pitch, tar pitch, coal pitch, or pitch of 
other mineral tars. 

27.10 Petroleum-derived oil or bituminous minerals (other than 
crude oil), preparations not described or included else- 
where containing in terms of weight a proportion of 
petroleum-derived oil or bituminous minerals exceeding or 
equal to 70 percent and whose oil constitutes the base 
element. 

27.13 Paraffin, petroleum wax or wax from bituminous minerals, 
“azokerite,” lignite wax, pftch wax, gatsch slack-wax 
paraffinous residues dyed or not, and so on, 

27.14 Petroleum bitumens, petroleum coke, and other petroleum- 


derived oil residues or residues of bituminous minerals. 








Cus tome 
tariff 


is 
27.16 


40.11 


2662 
C50: 4400 


Description 


Bituminous mixtures with an asphalt base or natural bitu- 
men, mixtures of petroleum bitumen, of mineral tar, or of 
mineral tar pitch ("mistacie bituminous cutbacks," etc.). 


Tapes, tires, detachable tire treads, inner tubes and 


flaps in nonhardened vulcanized rubber for tires of all 
kinds, 
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EGYPT 


NEW CONSCRIPTION BILL DISCUSSED BY FU'AD FARGHALI 
Cairo AL-MUSAWWAR in Arabic 16 May 80 pp 18-20 


[Interview With Vice Admiral Muhammad Fu'ad Farghali, Director of Armed 
Forces Conscription Department, by Hamdi Lutfi; What Is Awaiting Our Youth 
in New Conscription Law; This Is Difference Between Conscription "Truant" 
and Draft "Dodgers;" What Is Background of Major Amendment in New Conscription 
Law; No Prison Term or Fine for Conscription Truant; Reduction of Period 
— — of Ordinary Conecripte With Craft Skills Needed by Armed 
Forces" 


[Text] The People's Assembly will shortly discuss the conscription bill, 
which we have been awaiting for long, prior to its promulgation. 


Perhaps never before has a new Egyptian bill still in the pre-approval phase 
turned into such an important iseue as this bill, associated with the 1980's, 
has become, The bill has become the topic of discussion in every home and 
every family follows it up with utmost interest in hope and anticipation or 
in fear of the conditions which the sons, the youth at home and abroad who 
have reached or approached the age of conscription, will undergo. 


Because of all of this, we have had this dialogue with Vice Admiral Muhammad 
Pu'ad Farghali, the director of our Armed Forces Conscription Department, 
the professor of management and the man who stands with all his scientific 
qualifications and his fatherhood behind the new law and behind what awaits 
our youth as a result of this law. 


[Question] I said to the man who graduated from the School of Commerce in 
1948 to join the Naval Academy and then to spend 17 years in various admin- 
istrative positions in the naval forces before being entrusted with the 
command of the Alexandria conscription zone in 1968 and then with the post 
of director of the Egyptian Armed Forces Conscription Department in 1974 
where he has been applying all the arts and sciences of modern management -- 
I said to this man: I came to the Conscription Department in 1968 and asked 
the following press question: The system of conscription cannot be separated 
from the climate that prevailed in the Armed Forces General Command and that 
ended with the June 1967 defeat. Don't we need a new conscription law 
instead of the law issued in 19557 
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They asked me at the time to ignore my question and write the following only: 
"The educated soldier will join our armed forces." They aleo asked me not 
to deal with backgrounds! 


I believe that these “backgrounds” are what motivated you to draft the new 
conscription bill that we have been awaiting since 1968, and not since the 
beginning of this year when some of our papers published parte of ite prelude, 
What is your excellency's opinion? 


[Anewer] We have taken these coneiderations into our account. Some short- 
comings appeared in the application and provisions of conscription law No 505 
of 1955. The shortcomings I am talking about surfaced clearly after June 

1967 and throughout the period of rebuilding the armed forces. This is in 
addition to the shortcomings and the gaps exposed by the phase of preparation 
for the October 1973 war. Reaching the stage of development, modernization 
and diversification of the sources of the weapons of our armed forces, meet ing 
the technological requirements of armament and attaining highest training 
standards in the coming phase, the shortcomings and hindrances pertaining 

to the citizens’ demands and to the needs of the broad military base of the 
various branches of the armed forces exposed throughout the quarter century 

of our application of the old conscription law which is still in force and 
the need to facilitate matters for our youth-<all these are factors that have 
been taken into our account and that motivate us, as you see, to exert efforts 
to amend the present law so that the new law may be issued in compliance 

with the October spirit and with the climate of peace. 


[Question] Allow me to make a comment. I know that the new bill is not the 
first endeavor of the sort and that since 1975, you have presented your 
experience and your futuristic visualization of conscription in our country. 
What is your opinion? 


j|Anewer] I do not deny this. The armed forces development committees started 
their work silently under the chairmanship of Gen Kamal Hasan ‘Ali, the 
minister of defense who was then the armors commander. He studied our 
visualizations and our proposals for the plan to develop the conscription 

and the national military service of our youth as part of the programs to 
develop the work in the departments and branches of our armed forces. 


lc te important that I point out to our masses that the bill is the outcome 
of diverse efforts and thinking and of concerted practical studies that 
lasted a long time before the new law came finally into existence, seeking 
to realize a large part of the development that we all want. The short- 
comings that we discovered did not come into the light accidentally but as 
a result of a followup of the various conditions, changes and developments 
undergone by our country. This has led us to introduce in the new law 
changes that keep up pace with the developments in the standards of education 
of certain stages, especially the intermediate and upper intermediate stages 
of education, in the past few years. We always seek to put our finger on 

the gaps and the obstacles and not to ignore then. 
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It was said in ancient times that “lawe were made for people to violate them." 
We are not seeking a hasty and immature law but a law completely connected 
to the human base, 


Ae director of the Conscription Department, I stand with our youth, our sons-- 
the pulse of the masses--and with their needs and thoughts so that we may 
establish in a vigilant human balance between their needs and the needs of 

the armed forces in order to realize the required equation, which is not a 
difficult equation. 


In drafting the new bill, we nave sought guidance from similar legislations 
in the eastern and western countries and we have taken into consideration 
the conditions and nature of the Egyptian society with its customs and 
traditions. The study also required us to take into our consideration the 
largest number of our social problems in society and inside the armed forces 
with the aim of finding out their impact and of determining the actual 
qualitative and quantitative manpower needs of our forces within a framework 
of justice and of equal opportunities for all, not only to benefit from this 
manpower but, primarily, to offer it numerous benefits, especially in the 
fields of education and work, to preserve its rights and to take into 
considerations family circumstances and to make sure that the family keeps 
its supporter. 


Studies were conducted on the law by various levels of the command and by 

the military departments and the main branches of the armed forces before it 
was presented to the Armed Forces Supreme Council. All are eager to secure 
the benefits [for the conscripts] as part of the provisions of the new bill. 


We have retained most of the final military service exemptions. We have 
also retained most of the temporary exemptions, despite the spread of the 
umbrella of [social] security with its various practical levels throughout 
the country. However, we have been eager, as I have already pointed out to 
you, to preserve the customs and traditions of the Egyptian family--the most 
prominent of which is the growth of the religious line in our society--and 
have prepared the practical balance to achieve this goal. 


Details of Benefits 

[Question] What are the benefits offered by the new law, what are the details 
of the balance that has ultimately retained the final exemptions and most 

of the temporary exemptions and how can the religious line be preserved 
through the conscription law? 


[Answer] (The navy officer, the professor of management and the director 
of the Conscription Department said:) 


I will point out the most important benefit to you: 
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Reducing the maximum conscription age from 35 years to 31 years and retaining 
the present conscription postponement periods for the various academic stages, 
including study at al-Azhar University, to the age of 30 years and up to the 
age of 30.6 years for our sone who are enrolled in higher studies eo that 
they may perform their academic message. 


Raising the postponement age for upper intermediate studies from the age of 
24 years in the present law to the age of 25 years in the new bill. 


Keeping the military service period for people with higher qualifications 
at one year. 


Increasing this period for conscripts with intermediate and upper inter- 
mediate qualifications for a period of 6 months, thus making it 2 years, 
and paying these conscripts in the final 6 months of their service a com- 
plete recompense equal to the wages of the first year of the grade in which 
their colleagues are appointed in the civil service. 


Reducing the military service period for ordinary conscripts graduating 
from religious high schools [hafazat al-Kur'an] from 3 years to 2 years in 
order to encourage the growth of the religious line in our country. 


The law permits reducing the service period of ordinary conscripts skilled 
in crafts needed by our armed forces by a maximum of 6 months from the 
entire period of 3 years they are required to serve, considering the efforts 
that these conscripts save us by our not having to train them on a certain 
craft, by sparing us the consumption of training equipment and by providing 
us with the possibility of the immediate employment of their experience. 
This is intended as an incentive for craftsmen. The reduction of the period 
of the craftsmen's service is to be regulated by a decree issued by the 
minister of defense. 


The armed forces will continue to be the big school for teaching successive 
generations of the craftsmen and skilled workers needed by these forces. 


The law permits students who reach the maximum postponement age while still 
in the final semesters of their academic studies to further postpone their 
onscription until the end of the academic year. The law also permits 
putting these students on call until the end of December of the year in 
which they acquire their diploma so that they may enroll in universities 

if they meet the age requirements. This realizes equality among all of 
these students. 


The basis for the postponement of conscription for academic reasons in the 
various stages of education is to enable students to devote full time to 
their academic studies. As an exception to this rule, the new law permits 
students whose conscription is postponed due to academic reasons to work 
temporarily during summer vacations so as to benefit from their capabilities 
and to establish a balance between the private and the public interests, 
without allowing their work to be a violation of the law committed by 
employers. The new law also permits students whose studies require practical 
training, such as students of the Acting Institute, the Music Institute and 
the Tourism and Hotels Institute, to work. 
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In these cases in which the students are permitted to work, they will 
continue to enjoy the right given them, namely the right of being considered 
unable to earn a living, even though they are actually working temporarily 
and earning wages. They can also enjoy all the benefits that the labor laws 
require the employers to give them during their periods of work. 


In these cases, it also becomes the right of the family to request the 
exemption of a second brother conscription so that he may support the family. 
This is a new benefit for the Egyptian family. 


Regarding departure from the country by © idents during the academic holidays 
and by reserve personnel, they are permi: .ed to go abroad as soon as they 
complete the period of their compulsory national service. 


The bill stipulates reduction of the 9-year reserve [service] period [set 

by present law] in a manner compatible with the size of the armed forces and 
the size of the reserve forces, provided that the reduction is made in 
accordance with conditions and circumstances specified by the minister of 
defense. 


The new bill states that no sector is allowed to refrain from employing 
persons whose conscription is postponed temporarily or persons whose con- 
scription status is not determined finally. 


[Question] What does this stipulation mean when we read daily employment 
advertisements citing an unchanging requirement, namely "the applicant 
must have completed his military service or must be exempted from this 
service finally?" 


[Answer] This is in accordance with the old, or present, law. But in the 
new law, such an advertisement will be in violation of the law and the 
advertiser will be liable to legal punishment. 


[Question] Why? 


[Answer] Because, for exampl~, an only son continues to be exempted tem- 
porarily until his father reaches the age of 60 when his exemption becomes 
final. Such a youth must not be denied the opportunity of work and of 
employment as long as he is exempted temporarily. 


The bill also stipulates that individuals in excess of the need of the armed 
forces be placed, within a general asset of manpower suitable for conscrip- 
tion, on call for a period of no more than 3 years at the end of which they 
may not be conscripted whereas the current law No 505 of 1955 permits 
calling such citizens up to the age of 35 years, i.e, they are placed on 
call for 15 years. 


During the 3 years in which he is placed on call, the citizen has the right 
to work and is permitted to go abroad. After the lapse of the 3 years, the 
law does not permit calling such a citizen for conscription and he is thus 
exempted from the compulsory military service finally. 
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The new law permits a second medical examination of the citizens reporting 
for conscription to determine the degree of their fitness. In the second 
time, the citizen is examined by higher military medical committees com- 
prised of military specialists working outside the conscription apparatus. 
These committees are the equivalent of the appeals courts in the judiciary. 
Their decision is final. 


The conscription procedures are simplified by elimination of some phases 
of the medical examination. The citizen is not examined when he submits 
an application for temporary postponement or exemption because we will 
subject him to the examination one or 3 years later when he completes his 
studies and when he reaches the conscription stage. This eliminates some 
steps in the initial phase and saves us efforts which we can devote to the 
interest of the citizens and the youth in the conscription zones. 


The new law deals with unregistered cases, i.e. with people who have not 
acquired identity cards or who conceal their identity cards intentionally, 
by referring them to the military medical council in the conscription zone 
to assess their ages and to deal with their conscription status. The 
military medical committees in the conscription zones are the authorities 
with the power to assess the ages of unregistered males between the ages of 
16 and 35 years. 


The new bill has been careful in dealing with the final and temporary exemp- 
tion cases--totaling 10 cases which we have retained, except for three 
cases of unacceptable temporary exemption. 


[Question] Such as? 


[Answer] Such as the case of a brother supporting a sister married to a man 
over 60 years of age when the sister has sons who have come of age, who 

can earn a living and who may include an engineer or a doctor. In this case, 
the sons, not the mother's brother or the uncle, are supposed to support 
their mother, considering that they are young or grown up men. 


Interests of Masses 


[Question] We now come to the penalties included in the new law for truants 
and draft dodgers. I mean by this the imprisonment and fine penalties and 
what has been said about stricter penalties in the new bill. What have you 
decided in this regard? 


[Answer] I want to make it clear to the citizens that we are eager to be on 
their side, not only in terms of their feelings but also in terms of their 
interests. We, as a conscription department, are with the masses first and 
foremost. Our duty is to enlighten the country's youth as to their duty 
toward their armed forces that are built with the arms of the country's 
strong and capable sons who join the armed forces voluntarily and out of 
faith to deal with the latest accomplishments of the armament technology and 
developments, to enable the Egyptian militarism to keep its banners flying 
high and to press forward with its progress, growth and in keeping up pace 
with the advanced armies of the world. 
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[Question] Permit me to make a comment, What is your reply to what has 
been said about the proposed penalties for truants and about the greater 
stress made on these penalties? 


[Answer] (I will answer very frankly and clearly). A truant who reports [vx 
conscription within the age limits of 20 to 35 years set by law No 505 of 
1955 or the age limits of 20 to 31 set by the new law will not be subject 

to any jail or fine penalties at all. All that is there to the matter is 
that such a truant will serve for an extra year that will be added to the 
set of conscription period, 


To make the matter clearer, let me stress the following: We have included 
in the new conscription bill controls for differentiation between a truant 
failing to report for reasons beyond his control and a truant failing to 
report intentionally or for long periods. This is done as follows: 


1. A truant who fails to report for conscription for a period of no more 
than 3 months after the date set for his conscription will serve for an 
extra year that may be lifted if the draftee conducts himself well during 
the conscription period, 


2. A truant who fails to report for conscription for a period of more 
than 3 months after the date set for his conscription will serve an extra 
year that "may not be lifted." 


There is a second case whereby the truant fails to report until he is past 
the maximum conscription age of 35 years, in accordance with law No 505 of 
1955 and the age of 31 years in accordance with the new bill. Such a man 
who fails to report until he reaches an age when it becomes impossible to 
conscript him and when no exemption clause applies to him falls under a 
different status, i.e. the status of a "draft dodger." 


This person who refrains from reporting for conscription intentionally and 
without having any reason to be exempted and who can no longer be con- 
scripted is subject in accordance with the current law No 505 of 1955 and 
the new bill to the penalty of a prison term and the payment of a fine or 
to one of the two. 


[Question] Is the penalty [in the new bill] stricter for this group which 
cannot be conscripted? 


[Answer] This group is the group that dodges the draft intentionally. God 
be thanked, it is a minority that does not exceed two or three percent, 

The new bill provides for imposing on such a person a prison term of no less 
than 2 years and a fine of 500 to 1,000 pounds or one of the two for dodging 
the military service. 
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Meanwhile, law No 505 of 1955 also provides for punishing persons in the 
same category with “a prison term of no less than 2 yeare and a fine of 
300 to 500 pounds or one of the two penalties." 


Thus, we find that the etricter penalty ie in terme of the monetary fine 
only. 


[Question] Ie the crime of draft dodging in the aforementioned manner where- 
by it becomes impossible to conscript a person considered a crime in 
violation of honor? 


[Anewer) Frankly, the bill had called for considering this crime one of 
violation of honor in view of ite enormity, namely evading serving the 
home Land, 


But when the information media published the said paragraph and when we felt 
that the public opinion had the impression that this penalty wae severe, we 
referred the matter to Gen Kamal Hasan ‘Ali, the minister of defense and of 
war production and the general commander of the armed forces. Hise excellency 
agreed to omit this paragraph which considered draft dodging a crime in 
violation of honor and the text of the provision contained in the bill turned 
into the provision that I have mentioned. 


|Question! Will there be an interim period after issuance of the new law? 
|Anewer|) Yes, we are scheduled to have an interim period of up to 6 months. 
[Question] What about the controls that will govern this period? 


(Anewer) During the interim period about which we are talking, the old law 
No 505 of 1955 will be in force. Our sons who reach the age of 31 to 35 
years during the interim period must report to the conscription zones to be 
treated in accordance with the provisions of the old law No 505 and co have 
their conscription status determined in terms of being subject to con- 
scription, exemption or postponement--if they have a reason for exempt ion 
Or postponement, 


' the end of the interim period, the situation will be as follows for young 
men between the ages of 31 and 35 years. 


A truant with no excuse and for no reason calling for exemption or postpone- 
ment and who has exceeded the age of 31 years when the provisions of the 
new law go into force becomes a person unfit for conscription and a draft 
dodger. The penalties stipulated in the new bill will be applied to hin. 
God be thanked, this category of youth represents a minority, as we have 
already said. 


(Question) After promulgation of the new law, what will be the position of 
those who have been exempted or given postponement of conscription in accor- 
dance with law No 505 of 1955. Will these exemptions be nullified? 











\Anewer) No, they will net be nullified. Such citisens will be treated in 
accordance with article 5/7 of the new bill which etates; "Persone exempted 
from conecription finally shall not be subject to the provisions of the new 
law and shall continue to be exempted finally." 


Those with a temporary exemption or with @ postponement of conscription will 
not be subject to the provisions of the new law until after the disappearance 


of the cause of the temporary exemption or of the postponement of conecrip- 
tion, 


The third category is the category of citizens with a temporary exemption 
for 4 cause. If the cause pereiete and they surpass the age of 31 yeare 
when thie law goes into force, then they shall not be subject to conscrip- 
tion and shall be exempted finally. 


[Question] Have the special committees of the armed forces completed their 
studies and have they prepared the bill in ite final draft? 


|Anewer] The studies on the bill were presented to the Armed Forces Higher 
Council in December 1979 and the bill wae approved in ite final draft. 


The bill was presented to the State Council in January 1980 for review and 
for approval of its legal phrasing. 


It was then presented to the Council of Ministers in February 1980. 


It was reviewed and discussed by the Services Committee under the chairman- 
ship of the minister of interior in March 1980, 


The bill was then presented to the Council of Ministers Legislative Committee, 
headed by the minister of justice, last April and was approved prior to 

being presented to the People's Assembly, the authority with the final 
decision. 


Finally, I hope that we, and all those who have taken part in preparing 
this law, have been successful in preparing the new bill, that we have 
preserved the interests of the citizens and of our sons, the youth, and 
that, at the same time, we have met the manpower needs of our armed forces 
from among the citizens. 
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‘AL~JUMHURTYAH' ON IRAQ'S ATTITUDE TOWARD PAKISTAN 
Baghdad AL-JUMMURIYAH in Arabic 7 Jun 80 p 2 


[Article by AL-JUMHURIYAH's political secton in the "With the Events" fea- 
ture: “How Do We Explain Pakistan's Attitude?") 


[Text] Iraq has maintained friendly relations with Pakistan by virtue of 
the Islamic bond between the two countries despite the lukewarmmess that has 
befallen these relations at certain times. 


Proceeding from Iraq's principled concept of conduct in foreign policy based 
on respect for the independence of states, noninterference in the internal 
affaires of other states and respect for their sovereignty and national feel- 
ings, Iraq has been eager not to harm any country but to build its relations 
with other countries in a clear manner. 


It is on the basis of thie understanding that Iraq has adopted its stand 
toward Pakistan, a Moslem country which has experienced enormous contradic- 
tions and internal events during the past 10 years. Iraq has continued to 
pursue the same line and its information media have not tried to hurt the 
feelings of the Moslems in Pakistan in any way. Iraq is even host to 
thousands of Pakistani citizens who come to visit the holy places in Iraq 
or who have come in search of a free honorable life in our hospitable coun- 


try. 


In return for this noble attitude by revolutionary Iraq, the Pakistani 
Government has been harming Iraq and the Iraqi people by allowing forces 
which are hostile and malevolent toward Iraq to abuse Iraq and its Moslem 
people. The recent Islamic foreign ministers conference in Islamabad was 
accompanied by harmful actions by the Pakistani information media and the 
Pakistani police as well. The Pakistani information services gave [Iran- 
ian Foreign Minister] Qotbzadeh untruthfulness and has in fact suffered from 
it. The Pakistani foreign minister had only recently denied Qotbzadeh's 
statements on Afghanistan. 








Beside the Pakistani information media's disregard of the ethice of deal- 
inge with friendly atates, the Pakistani police pretends to be extremely 
democratic. The police did not even try to ban an Iranian demonstration 
from being staged outeide the Iraqi Embassy in Ielamabad. Despite all thie, 
Pakistan ie diplomatically trying to emphasize the profundity of the ties 
between Iraq and Pakistan but does not attempt to take any measure to prove 
ite good intentions toward what it calle a friendly country. Therefore, 
observers cannot fail to wonder if democracy in Pakistan has reached such 
a level as to render the authorities incapable of curbing acts harmful 

to a friendly state. Or do the Pakistani friends want to play the game of 
adopting a paseive attitude in order to avoid embarrasement. 


While being aware of the actual situation in Pakistan, we cannot but inter- 
pret this carelesenesse and negligence in continuing to harm Iraq as a de- 
liberate attempt to hurt a friendly and Moslem country which is playing an 
active and effective part in the Islamic states organizations and the non- 
aligned movement and which will be hosting the next conference of the 
Islamic states foreign ministers and the seventh nonaligned states’ summit 
conference in 1982. 











ISRAEL 


TRADE UNLONISTS REAFFIRM SUPPORT FOR PALESTINIAN STATE 
Jerusalem AL-SHA'B in Arabic 6 Apr 80 p 2 


{Article: "Federation of Trade Unions Rejects Interferences of Employment 
Officer and Comite Iteelf to Aspirations and Hopes of Our People") 


[Text] The day before yesterday was the scheduled date for the annual 

general meeting of the Federation of Trade Unions in the West Bank. The 
meeting began at 1030 in the union hall of the Electricity Company in Jeru- 
salem, and was attended by trade unionists representing all the administrative 
organizations of the General Federation's member unions. 


Mr ‘Adil Ghanim, the general secretary of the federation, delivered an address 
in which he saluted the members of the Palestinian and Arab working class 

and all workers and other individuals united in solidarity with them. He 
affirmed the commitment of the working class to the standards, goals and 
aspirations that express the ambitions of our people, which can be summed up 

in the right of self-determination, the necessity of the establishment of an 
independent Palestinian state and the PLO's status as the sole representative of 
all segments of our people. 


Ghanim criticized the traitorous Camp David agreements and all their suspi- 
cious offshoots. He announced that the holding of the annual general con- 
ference in Arab Jerusalem comes as confirmation of the total and resolute 
solidarity of the working class with the struggle of the electricity company's 
workers. 


Ghanim called for intensification of the fight to protect the Arab identity 
of the company. He asserted that the first and foremost struggle now faced 
by the working class is the struggle to liberate the nation. He said that the 
platform for the coming year will include health insurance for workers and 
their families, cooperative and housing associations, and the provision of 
academic scholarships for children of outstanding workers. 





Ghanim said: “During the past year, there was widespread interest on 

the part of the workers in joining the union. The clear increase in the 
number of delegates attending the conference reflects the fact that the Labor 
base grouped around the unions has indeed expanded to become the most widely 
organized sector in our society, and rightly so. 


"The General Federation of Trade Unions has grown to include 19 unions with 
a combined membership of more than 10,000 workers. I point with pride to the 
fact that remarkable growth was noted in the consciousness of workers from 
the villages during the past year, reflected in the fact that a number of 
offices were opened in these villages. During the coming year, we will wit- 
ness the opening of new branches and offices in several more villages. These 
offices and branches will work to expand the scope of classification and 
training of workers and raise their level of cultural consciousness. 


"It is a cause for pride that the council of the federation now includes 

a number of sister workers as delegates representing their unions. This 
indicates the expansion of the labor base and the growth of class consciousness 
among our sister workers, such that the slogan of 8 March as Woman's Day, a 
paid holiday, has become a union demand which we are striving to achieve. 


“Our union movement has continuously striven to show concern for the condi- 
tions of our workers who are employed in israel, and their responsiveness in 
joining the unions indicates the extent of their class and national conscious- 
ness. Moreover, we plan to compile a legal study which will enable us to dis- 
cover the means necessary to uphold their interests, protect their rights 

and free them of injustice, whether it take the form of arbitrary divestiture 
and deprivation of all rights, the seizure of their financial entitlements 

and their inability to benefit from the funds which the Histadrut takes from 
their wages, or anything else." 


The secretary of the Electricity Company Workers and Employees Union, ‘Abd 
Abu-Diyab, delivered an address in which he said the following: 


“The main wish of every worker is to see unity in the activity and political 
ideology of the trade unions and an absence of wrangling. The Arab unions 

in Jerusalem have maintained their sovereignty and held fast to their Arab 
identity in spite of the enticements of the authorities, believing and trusting 
that the occupation is short-lived and is doomed to failure like the Camp 

David conference and autonomy. For this reason, they have joined the General 
Federation on the strength of a sense of affiliation with Arab labor and a 

firm belief in the unity of the Palestinian struggle." 








Mr Abu-Diyab aleo said: “The political position of the Jerusalem Electricity 
Company Workers’ and Employees’ Union is clear. lt ie resistance to the abo-~ 
minable occupation which has been imposed on all of use and whose tentacles 
extend farther each day over our land, our Palestinian people and our national 
inatitutions, We will not let up in our resistance to the occupation, And 
ae you all know, we were the firet to realize the political dimensions of the 
authorities’ decision to take over our Arab company." 


lie added: "We are determined to thwart it by the power and steadfastness of 
our workers and the popular masses who have proved that they are rock against 
whose all designs and plots aimed at our liquidation will be destroyed." 


Abu-Diyab called for the workers to refuse to allow the authorities to change 
the labor elections law, and he implored the unions to resist such a change 
with genuine determination and consciousness ond support the federation's 
measures to thwart it so that the occupiers will not have the chance to 
destroy our unity. 


Abu-Diyab went on to say: “It is the alliance of the working class today 
which ie making history and setting it in motion. It is incumbent on us 
today to create history and chart a course for the struggle which will 
inevitably end in victory for us." 


Following this, trade unionist George Hazbun was elected president of the 
conference and ‘Adil Ghanim was elected conference reporter. 


A recommendations drafting committee was formed, consisting of ‘Abd Abu- 
Diyab, ‘Awdah al-Ja'bari, Mahmud al-Sharbini, Mahmud Ziyadah, Basim al- 
Barghuthi, Muhammad Munasirah, and Amin Mansur. Also, the general budget for 
1980 was approved unanimously, following which the estimated budget was read 
aloud. 


The conferees then agreed to reject the letter of the employment officer of 
the West Bank command notifying of a change in Article 83 of the work law. 
They decided to pursue the following measures: 


1. Each union should reject the decision and send a letter to that effect 
bearing the signatures of all members of its administrative organization. 


2. Issuing an appeal to the national institutions and the municipal councils 
to support the position of the General Federation of Trade Unions. 


3. Conducting a legal study concerning this matter and submitting a note 
to the public attorney informing him of this. 








4, Sending notes and letters of protest to the following international 
organizations: the International Employment Organization, the Arab Employment 
Organization, the World Federation of Trade Unions and all the Arab federations. 


Next the drafting committee read some of the recommendations and deferred 
others to a later time, 


The conferees ended their meeting around 1530, having met for 5 hours. 
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ISRAEL 


PROGRESS IN CITY OF NAZARETH REPORTED 
Jerusalem AL-SHA'B in Arabic 13 Apr 80 p 3 


[Article: “Despite Policy of Racial Discrimination, the Facts Tell of the 
Accomplishments of Nazareth's Democratic Municipal Council") 


[Text] The municipal council of Nazareth has published a brochure entitled 

"News of Nazareth; the Facts Tell of the Accomplishments." The brochure re- 
views the accomplishments of the democratic municipal administration during 

the years it hes existed despite the policy of glaring racial discrimination 
carried out against it by the Israeli authorities. 


The brochure verifies statistically the tremendous efforts that che municipal 
council is exerting in various spheres of life. These range all the way 

from the extension of storm water drainage lines, the paving of streets, the 
preparation of ornamental parks and the extension of water networks to the 
establishmenc of athletic and cultural clubs and various housing projects, 
not to mention its efforts to pass new ordinances to insure cleanliness in 
the city. All of this has occurred in defiance of the racist authorities. 


The brochure includes basic observations about the “state” inspector's report 
on the publicized activity of the Nazareth municipal council since 7 February. 
These observations alluded to the acknowledgment made by the drafters of the 
report of the big takeoff which took place in the municipality in various 
areas and fields following the election of the democratic administration. 


The report dealt with various aspects of municipal activity, but in spite 
of this, the municipal council's viewpoint on the issues did not appear in 
the report. These viewpoints include: 


l. The difficulties beyond the contro! of the municipal administration re- 
sulting from the policy of obstruction, discrimination and financial strangu- 
lation pursued by the government organizations. In particular, these include 
the smallness of the budgets (both regular and developmental) and the obstacles 
which the governor general and his office place before the municipality with 
the aim of thwarting its developmental efforts. For example, the report 

says that expenditures exceeded the sums allocated in the approved budget. 





Could we possibly have allowed ourselves to suffocate in the cramped box 
called the approved budget while there were pressing and unforseen tasks which 
demanded action? The municipalities which ahve relatively large budgets 

(more than three times the budget of the Nazareth municipality in per capita 
terms) aleo went over the approved budgets, and rightfully so. 


2. In the section pertaining to construction and the issuing of permits, 

the report failed to deal with the government's responsibility for the non- 
availability of a zoning map of the city, the limited size of the municipal 
area, and the lack of sufficient land for the people for normal development. 


3. The report failed to explore the substantial activities of the council 

as a whole, the administration and the various committees, or the spirit of 
cooperation with the citizens and the mutual respect between the citizens and 
the local authority--a climate which was spread by the democratic administration 
of the municipality. 


it was felt that the report of the "state" supervisor is in general a posi- 
tive testimony to the democratic administration in spite of the report's 
failure to record the municipality's view on the issues which the supervisor 
dealt with in his remarks. 
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ISRAEL 


'HA'ARETZ' ON CURRENT SITUATION, BEGIN'S ‘FIGHTING SPIRIT' 
TAL31415 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 13 Jun 80 p 13 
[Commentary by A. Schweitzer: “Forward to the Elections Campaign"} 


[Text] Right now, professional observers concerned, and even ordinary tele- 
vision viewers, are witnessing the prime minister's renewed blossoming. Af- 
ter months of what seemed to be extinction, low spirits and isolation, 

Mr Begin is now filled with both joy and a fighting spirit. People who are 
worried about the state of the nation, and of the economy--whose functioning 
is in peril, as was also confirmed by top people in the treasury in charge 
of it--and about the increasing isolation in the Arab world, may be amazed 
at Mr Begin's high spirits; or euphoria, for those who prefer the Greek 
word. And some people will find the answer in a severance of the Link 
between reality and what is occurring in the prime minister's consciousness. 


However, no matter how accurate this amazement is, we can find a rational 
explanation for the prime minister's high spirits. After 2 and 1/2 years 

of frustrating statesmanship, working together with cabinet ministers who 
were not to his taste, Mr Begin has returned to that field of activity in 
which he feels at home. He has rid himself of undesirable partners (Dayan 
and Weizman), rebuked a rebel (Sharon) and is deep in an election campaign-- 
in an arena he knows very well and where the sharpness of his language and 
his skills are like those of a supreme parliamentary star, giving him an 
advantage over most of his rivals. 


There are several answers to the question of whether he does not notice the 
gloomy clouds arising in the country's sky. It appears that the most ac- 
curate thing is that the prime minister is convinced--and we can find a 
great deal of evidence to prove this, such as, for example, hie latest 
speech in the Knesset last Tuesday--that the world enslaved by Arab oil is 
against us, and it is not important what Israel does. But Mr Begin is 
also aware of the fact that, in order not to cause trouble at least for 
the next few months up to the U.S. election, that same hostile world is 
neutralized and helpless. Therefore, Israel can take a break from history 
for several months and, God willing--as Begin likesto say--even for more, 
during which the electoral campaign in Israel will reach its peak. 
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Mr Begin's identifying mark is his belief in an Israeli Eretz Yisra'el, Even 
if he could point at impressive social and economic achievements by the 

Likud government, Mr Begin would still put the stamp of his belief on the 
electoral campaign. And thie is even more so as at present we cannot see 

any tangible, apparent successes in the economic and social fields; nor can 
any be foreseen for the future. Thus, having no choice, Mr Begin has placed 
Eretz Yisra'el at the focus of the political controversy between him and his 
opponents: here belief and convenience march shoulder to shoulder, so why 
should he not be in high spirits? 


These days the prime minister often states skeptically that the alignment's 
rise to power would mean handing over Eretz Yisra'el to the PLO. Without 
expressing an opinion about the factual merits of this statement as an elec- 
tions slogan, it is doubtful whether any other can be found more likely to 
enthuse his loyalists and besmirch his rivals. Here the public is divided 
into the sons of the light, for whom the nation's national traditions and 
physical security are dear, and the sons of the darkness, who want to sur- 
render both of these. From this viewpoint, Mr Begin upholds Lenin's pro- 
verb "The worse it is, the better." 


The more the pressure of the world around us for the Palestinians’ right to 
self-determination increases, the more Palestinian violence there is, both 
at home and abroad; and the more his opponents--and this includes the 
alignment--emphasize the need to find a fitting compromise for the dilemma 
of Eretz Yisra'el, the more convincing becomes the prime minister's chal- 
lenge to those who want to harm Israel. 


Mr Begin has several loyal partners in the polarization of the political 
controversy and partitioning of the whole Israeli public into people who 

are loyal to Eretz Yisra'el at any cost and without any limits. This 
applies, for example, to the European community, whose leaders are now in 
Venice discussing a declaration of support for Palestinians to be granted 
self-determination and for Israel to be pushed back behind the 1949 cease- 
fire lines. This also app.es to the U.S. Administration, which instructed 
its representative at the iecurity Council to abstain from voting and thus 
made possible a resolution calling on Israel to withdraw from Jerusalem too. 
All these and other moves are being and will be used to materialize Mr Begin's 
claim that there is no middle road and no compromises: Anyone who is not 
for us takes upon himself the formidable responsibility for the nation's 


future. 
There are sufficient reasons i» . ‘phere of pragmatic political action 
for the government's decision . ~ harder hand on the population of 


the territories, especially on ics litical elite. Rebellion is not child's 
play, and one cannot complain agains: a government that does not want to 

run away from Judaea, Samaria and Gaza like a bunch of whipped curs. But 
statements about establishing another 10 settlements and expanding the exist- 
ing ones serve only one purpose, which is to polarize the conflict between 
Israel and everyone around it. This is intended to help the prime minister 
focusing the elections campaign on the Eretz Yisra'el issue. 
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A good example of the efficiency of this political strategy is what was said 
by Mr Moshe Dayan in a press interview at the end of last week. A few days 
before that Dayan used the uncomplimentary epithet "scandalist" [last word 
in English) about the prime minister. But in the interview mentioned above, 
he said that he would decide on his position regarding the Likud and the 
alignment according to their positions on Eretz Yisra'el. As these posi- 
tions are known, the position he will take will be decided in advance. And 
if Dayan, whose opposition to the prime minister's moves is well known, is 
being dragged into this distinction and to the conclusions demanded by it, 
the prime minister is entitled to believe that many others will follow his 
example. 


Whatever the internal result of the Begin strategy, in Israel's foreign 
relations it will create a sort of scorched earth: During the process, 
Israel will lose the sources of external support and aid--whatever are left. 
This forecast is shared by many, even by those who are not convinced that an 
alternative administration will find a reasonable solution to the question 
of Eretz Yisra'el and answers to the rest of Israel's economic and social 
problems. 


And this, indeed, is the choice Mr Begin is forcing on the public--a choice 
between continuous and worsening conflict between us and the world and the 

chance, however minimal, of settling the quarrel] or, at least easing it as 

a prelude to a solution. 
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ISRAEL 


"HA'ARETZ' ANALYSES NRP'S POSITIONS ON GOVERNMENT 
TA161148 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 16 Jun 80 p 9 
[Commentary by Amnon Barzilay: "The NRP in the Government's Trap") 


[Excerpt] Before Refa'el Ben-Natan, "the strong man" of the NRP's Lamifne 
faction, manages to get the NRP out of the government he is still faced with 
a major task. He has to persuade Yosef Burg that to be the actual foreign 
minister is not to be compared to the joy involved in functioning in one 
government together with the Labor and Mapam leaders. He still has to per- 
suade Minister Zvulun Hammer to give up the education portfolio even at the 
expense of possible return to the Labor and Social Betterment Ministry, and 
he still has to prepare Aharon Abu-Hatzera for the possibility that the NRP 
will have no more than two cabinet ministers. In this case Abu-Hatzera 
will return to function as a Knesset member and be appointed a chairman of 
a Knesset committee perhaps. 


These considerations are only one component in a large series of consider- 
ations for and against a withdrawal fromthe government. At this stage, de- 
spite the calls to overthrow the government heard from all NRP factions, 
the coalition among the three NRP ministers guarantees a majority to the 
camp which calls for the strengthening of the Begin-led government. 


Three Knesset members, one from each of the three NRP large factions, are 
conducting the struggle against continued participation in the present 
government: Avraham Melamed from “Lamifne,"' David Glass from the "Likud 
Vetemura" faction, and Yehuda Ben-Me'ir from the “youth” faction. However, 
these are also the only three NRP Knesset members who categorically demand 
the overthrow of the Likud government. Holding to a similar opinion is 

Dr Zerah Varhaptig who does net propose that the NRP initiate moves against 
the government but who would not be opposed to joining another political 
force calling for such a move. According to Ben-Natan's estimates Eli'ezer 
Avtabi, the Knesset representative of the NRP's settlements, is also 
"swinging" in this sense. 
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llowever, a group of four Knesset members atands against such a weak coali- 
tion of three Knesset members and another two show opposition, ise not cate~ 
gortcal: Mr Hayim Druckman, ben-Tziyon Rubin, Pinhas Sheinman and Sara 
SterneQatan. These four are strong opponents to Glass, Melamed and Ben- 
Me'ir although they too are divided into two groups. 


Rabbi Druckman and Mra Stern-Qatan have ideological-political reasons 
againat the rise to power of an alignment government. Rubin and Sheinman, 
on the other hand, fear that a premature end of the ninth Knesset will put 
an end to their Knesset terms. Rubin and Sheinman both have rivals with 
greater chances of winning seats in the next Knesset. 


The split within the NRP gives additional weight to the three ministers who 
position will ultimately be a factor in deciding the NRP's road, Refa'el 
hen-Natan challenges this though and he is trying to enlist supporters from 
all the party's factions. He has set to himself the goal of mobilizing a 
majority ineide the NRP's executive that will decide to leave the govern- 
ment and it is the party's executive and not the party's Knesset faction 
which enjoys the authority of removing the NRP from the government. It 

ie around the convening of the NRP's executive that today's struggle is 
raging. This struggle becomes all the more poignant due to the struggle 
between Ben-Natan, the secretary general of Hapo'el Hamizrahi and Dani Ver- 
must who heads the party's executive in his capacity as the party's secre 
tary. 


The Ben-Natan-Vermus struggle penetrates deeply into all NRP strata and 
overshadows all other struggles for power in the party. A renewed war 

over succession [of the party's leadership] is o!iso prominent as a threat- 
ening shadow in the background. Ben-Natan mainteine Burg's and the 

Lamifne faction's interests while Hammer is concerned about Hammer's future. 


In the present battle regarding continued participation in the government 
Vermus represents the NRP's hawks, the interests of that flank of the party 
which demands that the NRP remain within the government. Ben-Natan has 
also political and ideological reasons to want the NRP's secession from the 
government. He managed to set up a weighty group in his faction headed by 
Rabbi Moshe Salomon. This group follows him and tries to dictate moves 
within the NRP and io initiate the convening of its institutions. Due to 
the delicate balance between the camps and factions a united appearance of 
one group could cause the fall of another. 


Last Thursday, in a meeting held in Eli'ezer Go'elman's house, Vermus dwelled 
on the danger inherent in the disagreements between Hammer and Ben-Me'ir 
[both belong to the NRP's youth] regarding the future of the government. 

He determined that these disagreements will be ured Ly the Lamifne faction. 
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ISRAEL 


HUSAYN MAY STILL JOIN NEGOTIATIONS 
TAL51913 Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 15 Jun 80 p 7 


[Commentary by Yehoshu'a Tadmor: "“Husayn Ie Waiting for Another Constella- 
tion") 


[Text] The great use the Jordanian communications media made of the at- 
tempts to assassinate Bassam al-Shak'ah and his transfer to a hospital in 
Amman hae political significance that should not be ignored. In the Jor- 
danian publication, Bassam al-Shak'ah was described as the symbol of fight- 
ing, wounded Palestine, who found refuge in Jordan. In fact, there is a 
marked return to the view of unity between the two banks in the style of 
iordan's publicity of the affair of the mayors and Bassam al-Shak'ah. 


At this etage, Husayn does not see himself as a party to talke with Israel, 
but he has not ruled this out. Whatever the impressions by Dayan and Is- 
raeli Prime Minister Menahem Begin, it is a striking fact that Husayn does 
not, under any circumstances, want a PLO state in the West Bank. This truth 
has emerged again and again over the last few days, when Husayn used his 
communications media, to the full extent, to reach the Arabs of the terri- 
tories. This language is only used by a regime that has a real interest 

no making public opinion sympathetic to its needs. 


There is no doubt that Husayn has reached the conclusion that he cannot 
oin the negotiations with the current constellation [last word in English] 
he must wait for another opportunity. However, Husayn has not given up 
the idea of unifying the two banks, or at least of a close link between the 
West Bank and Jordan, even when some sort of Palestinian entity is established 
there. 


It is clear that Husayn's maneuvering space is restricted and he is not 
prepared to jeopardize himself. As long as he knows that in the given sit- 
uation there is no chance of getting back all the territories and Jerusalem, 
and while he has no guarantee of this, he will be cautious about endanger- 
ing himself and his many links with all the Arab countries, beginning with 
Saudi Arabia and the Gulf states--whdch methodically funnel funds into Jor- 
dan--and going on to the rejectionist countries, led by Syria. 








Husayn is prepared to go a long way to guarantee the integrity of his rule, 
as ie proved, among other things, by hie relations with Yasir ‘Arafat and 
hie adherence to the "Palestinians' rights." We cannot get out of all the 
commitments he has made overnight, and thie ise what has led to the conclu- 
sions by Foreign Minister Shamir and Prime Minister Begin that Husayn ie not 
4 partner for talks because he rejects the Camp David agreement, the auto- 
nomy program and also any territorial compromine. 


The Dayan-Husayn talk that did not go well and that was mentioned recently 
be Begin gives superficial confirmation of the assumption that there te no 
Jordanian option at all, However, anyone who followed Yasir ‘Arafat's 
visit to Amman felt Husayn's reservations. We gave the ‘Arafat vieit a 
very low profile, the character of sickroom visit to Bassam al-Shak'ah. 
There was somebody who saw to it that the visit was not given too broad 
coverage and that there was no superflaous echoes, It is true that both 
of them, Husayn and ‘Arafat, regard the mayore--who are aligned with the 
rejectioniat front and ruled by the national guidance committee, which is 
controlled by their opponente--with a certain amount of opposition, but 
thie common interest goes only so far. 


On the other hand, it is easy to notice the competition between Husayn and 
‘Arafat: Both of them are competing for the sympathy of the population 

of the territories; both of them are fighting for the support of the Arab 
countries; and both are working to bring them over to their side in the fight 
for the future of the West Bank. What is more outetanding than anything 


elee is that each of them treats the other on the besis of: “Respect him 
but do not trust him.” The days of Black September and the other black 
dates appear to be far away, but they have not been forgotten. Today the 
terrorists are not threatening Husayn's rule, but the regime's leaders 
fear for the future. Husayn was once forced to accept ‘Arafat, and now 


he is cooperating with him on practical issues and in attempts to torpedo 
the Camp David agreements and the autonomy talks, with clear Limitations: 
nonintervention in Jordan's affairs and the terrorist organizatons' absen- 
tion from any activity and strikes against Israel from Jordanian territory. 


It is true that there have recently been attempts to violate the agreement, 
but the Jordanian administration acted rapidly to curb hostile activity of 
this type. In the past Husayn has proven that, when necessary, he knows how 
to cope with the Palestinian threat at home, which he regards as the gravest 
challenge for the future. 


Perhaps there is a point to examining the idea of a package agreement be- 
tween Israel, Jordan and Syria, which would cover the West Bank and part of 
the Golan Heights and within whose framework Syria would be compensated 
with Lebanese territory. These thoughts, recentiy published by Dr Yitzhag 
(Baily) of the Shilo'ah Institute, are certainly worth serious study. At 
this stage, Husayn is not a partner, but it is clearer today than ever be- 
fore that Husayn regards a PLO state as a danger to Jordan's existence. It 
is clear that his opening positions are both his maximum and his minimum. 
But perhaps, for lack of alternative, in a broader framework which would in- 
clude Syria as well, it will be possible to find the way, however hard it is, 
to bring Jordan into the negotiations. 
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TSRAEL 


ISRAEL SHOULD NOT OPPOSE U.S.-EGYPTIAN MILITARY COOPERATION 
TAL51727 Tel Aviv MA'ARTV in Hebrew 15 Jun 80 p 5 
[Commentary by ‘Oded Granot: "Maneuvers in Egyptian Skies") 


{Text} Israel was given advance notice of the joint maneuvers to be held 
next month by U.S. and Egyptian combat squadrons in Egyptian skies. But 
even earlier thie could have been learned by a careful reading of the inter- 
view al-Sadat gave to the WASHINGTON POST. When the Egyptian president 

told Katherine Graham that he was suggesting that the U.S. Administration 
station fighter planes and other equipment in Egypt, to be used by the U.S. 
Acmy during an emergency, there were already people in Israel who predicted 
that “the matter may be considered settled." Because of this the U.S. 
announcement to Israel about the military maneuvers did not come as a sur- 
prise. 


it was, nevertheless, reported that “Israel circles in the United States" 
regard with “great gravity" the U.S. Air Force's announcement about the 
intention of sending a dozen Phantoms and another 400 pilots and personnel 
to Egypt next month to hold maneuvers with the Egyptian Phantom p‘lots. They 
regard with gravity the avowed intention by the U.S. Air Force to station 
fighter planes in Egypt as a first step toward a longterm program to estab- 
‘ish an air force based in the Middle East. 


if we want to repeat the mistakes of the past, we can scream and recruit 
\Ll the communications media to alert U.S. public opinion to the danger 
concealed in the “new stage" of the military cooperation between Egypt and 
the United States. But this would be a mistake, because there is no ques- 
tion of a “new stage," but of a process that began during the reversal of 
Egyptian policy toward the United States after the October war and which 
has gathered momentum over the last 2 years, especially after the peace 
agreement. Our ability to contain, change or even to delay this process 
is minimal. Any Israeli attempt to “bang our heads against a wall" will 
only damage Israel's influence in Washington, which is a most important 
asset for us. 











It would be a miatake because it ia ¢ fficult to completely refute several 
of the reasons the Americans are giving to juatify the joint maneuvers with 
the Egyptian Army. They are: 


~-The desire to etabilize al-Sadat's rule againat internal and external 
threats (and it seems that lerael also has no interest in weakening al- 
Sadat's rule); 


~«The aspiration to train U.S. air crews in territorial conditions similar 
to those of the Persian Gulf; 


~-The desire to help the Egyptian crews by training then; 


~The ambition to demonstrate U.S. firmness and willingness for military 
intervention; 


--The desire to "signal" to the Russian and the pro-Soviet countries such 
as Libya and Ethiopia, who are threatening Egypt from the West and the 
South for control of the sources of the Nile. 


And it would be a mistake because it is difficult to convince anyone that 
the presence of U.S. squadrons at Egyptian airfields can be considered as a 
blow at Israel's security. 


If there is any cause for concern in the acceleration of military coopera- 
tion between Egypt and the United States, it is on the political, not the 
military level. It seems that what should concern Israel more than the 
military cooperation between the United States and Egypt is what aay be 
called the "decreased intimacy" in our relations with the United States, 
and it is difficult to tie down this commitment of operation between the 
United States and Egypt. Security elements have prepared a long List of 
fields in which we are no longer tue Americans’ full “basic partners." The 
same people believe that the United States, if it wanted to, could maintain 
a parallel system of close cooperation aven without stat.oning fighter 
squadrons in Israel and complicating its relations with the Islamic coun- 
tries. 


The fact that we have not succeeded in preventing the erosion of this 
“intimacy” in our relations with the Americans is what ought to set off an 
alarm. Because of this, perhaps it would be better if, instead of setting 
off a scream of protest in Washington against the U.S. aid to Egypt, we 
should, first of all, concentrate all our efforts on guaranteeing that our 
own power is not harmed and try to work to regain the cooperation between 
the United States and Israel--the cooperation Israel has lost. 
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TSRAEL 


MAY CONSUMER PRICE INDEX RISES 9.5 PERCENT 
TA151620 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1500 GMT 15 Jun 80 


(Text | The consumer price index rose 9.5 percent in May. The spokesman 
for the Central Statistical Bureau reported that thie rise reflects price 
hikes in all consumption categories, especially in the prices of food, 
fruits, vegetables, transportation and postal services. The prices of veg- 
etables and fruits rose by an extraordinary 11.1 percent. The *lause deal- 
ing with living expenses rose 12.7 percent due to a considerable rise in 
the prices of electricity and fuel. The index now stands at 744.9 points. 


Toe Finance Ministry expressed the hope that the rate of price increases 
in the coming months will be considerably curbed. The Finance Ministry 
spokesman said that following a freeze on new projects, a reduction in 
manpower and cutes in the ministries’ budgets the pace of inflation will 
gradually decrease. The Treasury also said that the rise of the May index 
reflects a rise in local demand stemming from government expenditures as 
well as from the cost of living payment. 


Finance Minister Hurvitz said the Treasury's forecast of reduced inflation 
depends on the Treasury's success in cutting government budgets. The 
finance minister called on the Histadrut and the employers to be careful 
in their wage negotiations. He called on the entire public to show re- 
straint. 
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ISRAEL 


DIALOGUE MUST REPLACE IRON FIST IN TERRITORIES 
TA151555 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 15 Jun 80 p 4 
[Article by Yosef Tzuri'el: “Misleading Calm in the West Bank"] 


|Text] There is a feeling of satisfaction in the military government and 
security circles today over the calm in the West Bank. There is utter calm 
in Hebron, Nabulus and Ramallah. In the universities of Bethlehem, Al-Najah 
and Bi'r Zayt nobody is ambushing Israeli vehicles, nobody is waving a 
Palestinian flag, nobody is blocking roads. 


The calm prevailing in the region today arouses fears for the future. The 
iron fist policy may have been timely, after the feeling of lawlessness in 
the West Bank. However, this policy cannot be used to rule a large, hostile 
and rebellious population for any length of time. 


For a long time the Arabs of the administered territories were used to hav- 
ing a local leadership capable of guiding them. In most cases they acted 

in accordance with its directives. This leadership went through many meta- 
morphosds. Over the last 2 years it was given a name: the National Guidance 
Committee. Today a situation has been created in which two of its main work- 
ers are hospitalized and two others are touring the United States as depor- 
tees. From the Israeli military government's viewpoint, this reality has 
created a new situation in the West Bank. From now on there is no united 
leadership and no extremist leaders who will dictate to others how they 
should act. 


This is an error the military government should have avoided making. The 
fact that Fahd al-Aqwasimi is no longer in Hebron does not mean that he 

will not be replaced by someone just as extreme or even more extreme, who 
will find his place in the National Guidance Committee or any other body 
established. Bassam al-Shak'ah's and Karim Khalaf's injuries must not be 
interpreted as though they had left political activity or that their position 
will soften as 4 result of the iron fist policy. We must expect a situation 
in which these two will actually work more vigorously against the Israeli 
authorities. We must take into account that their injuries may cause their 
circle of supporters to be broadened. 
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There are already signa of a possible polarization in the positions of people 
considered to be moderates up to now. Anyone who thinks that the threat of 
resignation by Bethlehem Mayor Llyas Fray) was intended to pay lip service 

to any element in the region or outside it is mistaken. Even in the quiet 
hamlet or Bayt Sahur hostility to Israel can be felt after the (Shumayli) 
family was deported to the refugee camp. 


It ie, then, too early to claim that the National Guidance Committee has 
been eliminated or disbanded. Ramallah Mayor Karim Khalaf once told me: 
"De not worry. The conqueror's rule will always provide us with an excuse 
to get organized and will always feed us with material against it." 


The possibility that the calm prevailing today in the West Bank will not 
last long ought to bring back military government arrangements that existed 
during the time of Moshe Dayan and Shim'on Peres. For 9 years a proven 
principle was used: punishment and a constant dialogue with representatives 
of the Arab population, from all levels and groups. 


There is no talking with Arab personalities today. There are those who 
claim that "there is nobody to talk with." Othersclaim they do not want a 
dialog with PLOists, and so they cannot be bothered to go to them and they 
do not invite the Arabs to come to them. 


this view did not exist when Moshe Dayan was defense minister. Moshe Dayan 
and Shim'on Peres, each in his own way, actually held talks with the ex- 
tremists among the Arab personalities, not to turn them into Zionists, but 
to understand them and learn the reasons for their political activity in 
the West Bank. 


Both the defense minister who preceded 'Ezer Weizman believed that dialogue 
with Arab personalities was important per se and so it should be held. 

The importance they attached to this position can be demonstrated by the 
fact that they were scrupulous in choosing aides who always accompanied them 
in their talks and were themselves a connecting link between the ministries 
and the mayors and public figures in the administered territories. 


The time has come to put an end to the situation in which military governors 
sre also the people imposing order in the West Bank towns and the people 

ir charge of what is called the moods in the region. Reliance on the iron 
fist may serve the military government in the short term, but anyone who can 
see further should relieve the defense establishment of tasks that are not 
its business and should somehow renew the political contacts with the com- 
munity leaders in the administered territories. Slandering them or ignoring 
them will not serve Israel's vital interests. 
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ISRAEL 


"JERUSALEM POST' COMMENTS ON NEED FOR DEFENSE MINISTER 


TAL31145 Jerusalem Jf SALEM POST in English 13 Jun 80 p 4 weekend supple- 
ment 


[Commentary by Hirsh Goodman, JERUSALEM POST military correspondent: "Room 
at the Top") 


[Excerpts] A newsman who interviewed Rav-aluf [Lt Gen) Refa'el Eytan the 
other day left the chief of staff's office deeply distressed and deeply 
depressed. It wasn't because of anything specific he had to say--the man 
is remarkably consistent and no surprises were expected--but rather because 
of the general situation prevailing in the defence community and the prob- 
lems which became starkly clear during the course of the talk. 


The once-holy cow of defence, it seems, is not being led to the slaughter; 
it is simply meandering about aimlessly. 


An unfortunate--almost Kafkaesque--convergence of circumstance has left the 
country with formidably complex internal and external security problems at 
precisely the tine when defence policy-making has been placed, through ‘Ezer 
Weizman's resignetion, into the weakest hands they have ever been in. 


Premier Menahem Begin, who now holds the defence portfolio, has no’ time; 

Deputy Defence Minister Mordekhay Tzipori is better-suited to the post he 

now holds. Tzipori's limitations were illustrated amply by Begin himself 

when the prime minister, desperate as he was for a speedy replacement for 

Weizman, refused to appoint Tzipori to the post, despite Tzipori's 3 years 
at the ministry, his considerable military experience and his unquestion- 

able loyalty to Herut. 


And thus, almost by default, we find chief of Staff Eytan wielding undreamed- 
of power. Raful [Eytan's nickname], the man who surprised his colleagues 
every time he was promoted another rung up the ladder to the pinnacle of 

the IDF heirarchy, is now both the formulator and chief executor of policy 
with regard to defence. 


Never before has a chief of staff been allowed to freedom Eytan has acquired 
as a result of the power vacuum, even the elementary requirements of ac- 
countability by those in uniform to their political masters has been elim- 
inated. 
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There is no way that Begin will be able to exert his authority over Raful 
and his generals in the day-to-day running of events. Nor does Begin have 
the knowledge or the desire to counter the generals' recommendations on 
specific matters of policy. 


Begin will not be able to make authoritative, or even intelligent, decisions 
on such esoteric questions as the basic reorganization plan for the IDF now 
in the works or on the future of the Lavi figher project. 


There can be no real expectation that Begin, who has so many other matters 
on his mind, will be able to prevent an erosion of parliamentary control 
over the military, particularly if he is confronted, as he has been, with 
a gradu eurpation of power by those in uniform, unshackled from the 
limitations of civilian control. 


Raful has never been accused of being a diplomat. He is sagacious, with 
the accent of the practical and pragmatic. He perceives events in black 
and white terms, and exudes the inner calm of one who is supremely confi- 
dent, a characteristic that is not easily tempered by considerations of 
democratic principles. 


Raful, it is said, is not entirely unhappy with the current situation. His 
relations with ‘Ezer Weizman were turbulent, and that is an understatement. 
Thete differences on basic issues are both well known and well documented. 


Weigman, the dove, was an ill-fitting collar around the neck of Raful, the 
maximalist who advocates the ungloved fist as the prime component of Israel's 
deterrent posture--a component to be bared to Israel's neighbor and the in- 
habitants of the administered territories with equanimity. 


it is one thing when, as de facto head of the country's defence establishment, 
Raful uses his new-found freedom to impose his views on internal subjects, 
like the ground forces command (to which he was opposed from the start, but 
was forced by Weizman to conditionally accept.) It is quite another when 

bis perceptions, narrowed as they are by the purely military perspective in 
which they have been defined, are allowed to mould Israel's overall position 
on such sensitive issues as policy regarding southern Lebanon or the admin- 
loteved territories. He sees problems through one set of lenses only; 
security. And it is to the problem of security that he has applied his solu- 
tions, regardless of the political consequences. 


Over the past few months, even before Weizman resigned, Raful is reported 
to have aequired more and more authority in the territories. 


Neither the Defence Ministry nor the army has denied the report in HA'ARETZ 
last week that he circumvented the regular channels of decision-making and 
ordered dozens of shops closed in Gaza and the West Bank. Nor have they 
denied--in fact they have unofficially confirmed--that the IDF is now 
dedicated to assuming 1 creasingly direct control of the territories, a task 
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which officially is che responsibility of the coordinator of activities in 
the territories, who is attached to the Defence Ministry. 


The net result haa been total confusion, and the repercussons on Israel's 

image in the eyes of the world have been devastating. The expulsion of two 
families from their homes to Jericho--only to be returned later after the 

international damage was done--was reported to have been Raful's decision, 
not ‘Ezer Weizman's as Tzipori recently claimed. 


Such actions as the closure of shops without consulting the Defence Ministry 
or even notifying the office of the coordinator, have made it impossible 
for military government officials in the territories to operate efficiently. 


If there is no coordination between the IDF and the military government, how 
then is the military government supposed to apply selective sanctions, keep 
its word to those who cooperate or even hope to begin to build some frame- 
work, no matter how modest, on which a political settlement can be built? 


His statements on the need to retain Judaea, Samaria and Gaza; his attitude 
towards Gush Emunin that openly conflicted with the stated positions of his 
minister; his incredible pardon of Lederman, Pinto and Sadeh, all convicted 
of killing innocent Arabs; his statements on the wayward path he believes 
is being followed by the young kibbutz generation; his attempt to have Dan 
Vered, a high school teacher who had completed a 7-year prison sentence for 
membership of a Syrian-backed sabotage gang, fired from his job, in the 
wake of the bombing of the West Bank mayor's cars, and, most recently his 
Statement that there was nothing new or particularly worrisome in having 

a private army, almost certainly Jewish, operating separately from his own. 
All this has generated political turmoil. 


Never before in the country's history has a chief of staff--especially one 
who is famous for his inability to articulate his views--created so much 
controversy. 


And thus we are now faced with a man, specifically chosen for his lack of 
political savvy, gradually exerting control over defence issues which have 
major political implications--and with no competent governmental control to 
guide or restrain him. 


We are faced with a man whose on-the-record statements regarding the admin- 
istered territories are antithetical to the sensitive course that experts 
in the coordinator's office are counselling in order to counter the growing 
wave of Palestinian nationalism there, and to defuse the potentially explo- 
sive situation. 


There can be no question that Israel urgentiy needs a defence minister. 
Raful is the easiest target for attack, but there are others, too. There 
must be liaison between the governmental and the military--a person to blend 
the maximalist demands of the men in uniform with the overall needs of the 
nation. 
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There are tensions within the general staff itself that need to be defused 
by ministerial intervention. Relations between the IDF and the Defence 
Ministry--particularly with the office of the coordinator--need to be con- 
trolled by a minister. For it is the Defence Ministry, through the co- 


ordinator's office, which must be responsible for formulating policy in 
the territories, not the IDF. 


The present situation is highly undesirable. And it is clear that the long- 
er the appointment of an acceptable defence minister is delayed, the harder 
will be his task in returning Israel's defence establishment to its proper 
place in a democracy. Once authority is taken, it is difficult to regain. 


And beyond the philosophical aspects of the question, it must be remembered 
that the long-term damage done to Israel's defence capability through in- 
fighting and lack of ministerial guidance may be irreparable. 


Despite Raful's unquestioned abilities as a soldier and a leader of men, 
the quicker he is brought under effective civilian control the better for 
the country, whose relations with the inhabitants of the territories and 
the world at large have never been as such a low ebb. 








ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


{ION SUPPORTS ALIGNMENT--In the civil servants’ union election, the labor 
alignment won 61 percent, nearly 10 percent more than last time. The Likud 
gained 15 percent, a drop of nearly 5 percent. The Independent Liberals 
won less than 3 percent of the vote and the religious list just under 12 
percent. The turnout was 50 percent. [Text] [TA110650 Jerusalem Domestic 
Service in English 0500 GMT 11 Jun 80] 


TERRITORIES’ ALLOWANCES--Welfare allowances for needy inhabitants of Judaea, 
Samaria, Gaza and Sinai were raised today by 33 percent. This rise 

is based on two points: the average salary of the inhabitants of the ter- 
ritories and the rate of the cost of living allowance, which is 40 percent. 
According to this basis, a need family with four members, for example, in 
Judaea and Samaria, will receive 3,100 Israeli pounds and in Sinai it will 
receive 2,635 Israeli pounds. [Text] [TA020621 Jerusalem Domestic Tele- 
vision Service in Hebrew 1900 GMT 1 Jun 80} 
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JORDAN 


ISRAEL AGGRAVATES SITUATION FOR UNIFIL 

Battle Zone Extended 
Amman AL=-DUSTUR in Arabic 13 Apr 80 p 1 
[Editorial] 


[Text] In the turbulent war clouds rising from the explosive situation in 
the Lebanese South there are more indicators that the public confrontation 
between Israel and the United Nations is that which began with Israel's 
establishment and its refusal to accept the resolution first issued by 

the United Nations--that is, the resolution establishing the recognized 
partition. Perhaps the most outstanding indicator of this is South 
Lebanon's conversion into a battleground between Israeli and UN forces 
represented by the UNIFIL. 


In the past Israel used to hide its mastery over the South behind the 
rightist militias, however the raid on the region last Thursday Israel 
gave its incursion a new public dimension and another new form to the 
confrontation by the fact that the UN was given a difficult trial which 
challenges it at the very heart of its existence, mandate and the inter- 
national desires it represents. 


Begin and Weissman's accusations that the UNIFIL failed or neglected to 
prevent guerrillas from infiltrating the border zones over to Israeli 
settlements in northern occupied Palestine gave Israel the so-called 
justificat’on to reopen the front in the South and transform it into a 
battle zone with the United Nations. 


Actually Tel Aviv wants to knock out more than one aim with a single blow: 


1) Expanding the terrain of the occupied lands of southern Lebanon by 
extending the borders to include what is called "Haddad's state," that is, 
more precisely, expansion of the insulation zone between occupied Palestine 
and the PLO forces in Lebanon, 
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2) Preserving the state of disruption and tension existing in Lebanon 
with the alm o: @ permanent infiltration of the Lebsrese political arena, 
Continuing the deliberated role in maintaining the disrupted atate of the 
Lebanese homeland and deflecting every effort to arrange a national 
settlement between Lebanon's citizens and sects, 


4) Other aime: to depict the role of the United Nation in the treatment 
of the Lebanese crisis as an Lapotent one, as the |, .ervention of a 
itranger, and consequently attributing this perception to any possible role 


the United Nations can play in solving the entirety of the existing conflict 
in the Middle Last. 


\) If we add these aime to the preparations made for Begin's visit today 
\. Washington and his meeting with President Carter, his confronting 

the American president with a new difficulty which will restrain Carter 
from actively pressuring Begin to resurrect the current autonomy talks, 
then the pleture becomes more and more obvious, and the dimensions of 
israe!'s opening a sphere of armed confrontation with the United Nations 
on southern Lebanon's soil become more prominent. 


\ mere condemnation of Waldheim's part, a softening of Lebanon's demand 
for « Security Council meeting to investigate the enemy, and Washington's 
cctful repeimand will not remove the region from the dangers of the 


iSpiracy which Israei fe not plotting not just for south Lebanon but 
‘or the entire region. Also Waldheim's condemnation will save the UN from 
‘he danger of slipping into Israel's snare which aims to diminish the 
United Jation's reputation and authority in front of world opinion. 
hat is seeded from the United Nations and the Security Council especially 


is to make a serious and active motion to hinder Israel and to check its 
hateful disdain for the world community by means of imposing deterrent 
punishments first to put a limit on Israel's assaults against Lebanon, 
md finally for the peace, security, and independence of the region. 


'srael's Intentions for Jerusalem Questioned 
n AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 16 Apr 80 p 1 


‘Editorial | 


et’) In the absence of any resolute or serious Arab-Islamic move, the 
cupattion authortties have relied on implementing their overall conspiracy 
to change the Arab and Islamic nature of occupied Jerusalem. 


when the attempt to burn al-Aqsa mosque met with failure in 1969, it 
resulted in the people's awakened attentiveness in Jerusalem and a 
lessening of the opportunities at that time conducive to carrying out this 
rime to its completion. The present stage seems to have lent Israel the 
necessary political climate to examine its true iftentions for al-Aqsa 


mc the Dome of the Rock. 


6l, 

















larael's Council of Rabbis issued a proclamation rejecting any leadership 
other than lerael's over the Arab holy eity. It announced further a 
continuation of the excavations and archaeological digs around and in the 
courtyard of al-Awsaa, thereby affirming the continuing Zionist conspiracy: 
in a manner unvelled and clear to all the world--againet our firat direc- 
tion of prayer (qibla) and our third most holy sanctuary. 


This erude Zionist provocation to the feelings of the Islamic community 
must be confronted by more than just words since it exposes revered 
Islamic sites to the danger of extirpation or ruin, 


the ulama and Islamic thinkers who met yesterday in Jordan at the appeal 
of the general Islamic Council of the Holy Sanctuary (in Mecca) have 
Already laid bare the dimensions of the Zionist conspiracy and the goals 
of its designs to possess Muslim holy sites. They issued an appeal to the 
Arab and Islamic world to put a halt to this conspiracy so that Arab 
jerusalem--its holy sites, its cultural heritage, its surrounding lands 
which were blessed by God, its captive populations--is not swallowed up 
by the Zionist occupation, Arabs and Muslims are called on to seriously 
seek world assistance to wrench the holy city from Israel's grasp. 


For that purpose we appeal to the Arab and Isiamic countries to employ 
every means available--their might, will, and wealth--to stop this great 
conspiracy against Jerusalem. 


And if they do not utilize their wealth and power to iiberate Jerusalem 
and al-Aqsa, then what use is there in wealth and power’ 


9587 
CSO: 4802 





LEBANON 


ISLAMIC bANK GRANTS LOAN FOR EDUCATION DEVELOPMENT 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 11 Apr 80 p 44 


[Article: “Lebanon Gets An Educational Development Loan of $9.750 Million 
From the Islamic Bank") 


[Text] The Lebanese Government was granted a loan of $9.750 million for 
the development of education from the Islamic Bank which includes 40 
Islamic countries. The conditions of this first Islamic Bank loan to 
Lebanon include a 3 percent service charge and a repayment schedule which 
extends for 15 years in addition to a }-year grace period. 


This is one of the largest loans ever offered by the Islamic Bank for the 
financing of projects. In 1979 the largest loan of $10.4 million was 
given to Malasia to finance the project of building the port of Bentulu. 


The loan to Lebanon is approximately 23 percent of the total loans of $43 
million, granted by the Islamic Bank during the past year. 


Lebanon was one of the founding members of the Islamic Bank for development 
with an approximate share of $3.250 million in the $2.5 billion bank 
capital. Dr Raja Hamadi, who is currently representing Lebanon at the 
Islamic Bank, is also on the board of its governors. Dr Hamadi was 
delegated by the Lebanese Government to conduct negotiations with the 
Islamic Bank. The negotiations which were conducted in hard efforts and 

in stages since the past year ended on 9 April by the approval of the 
bank's executive council, during a meeting held in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. 


What is the need for the Islamic loan and how is it going to be spent? 


During the past year and as a result of the continuing war which began 

in 1975, minister of national education and fine arts, Mr Butrus Harb 
realized the great deficiency in the equipment of educational institutions. 
There are now in Lebanon 120 public secondary and 500 public middle 
schools. These schools need chemistry and physics laboratories and other 
sclentific equipment to replace that which was damaged during the civil 
war. In addition to equiping the schools, the ministry intends to apply 
new science curriculum beginning with the 1980-81 school year. 
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lhe Lebanese mintatry of education along with the UNESCO organteat ton 
prepared a project which alma at the development of aciences tn Lebanon, 
lhin project which ia expectéd to be executed beginning with this year 

wid for a pertod of 3 years, will cost an eatimated $13.3 million with the 
lebanese Government contributing $3.450 million and the balance of $9,750 
million to be financed by the Telamic Bank loan. 


It ts worth mentioning that the human advancement which ia an important 
element in the economic growth gives the Islamic Bank loan the character- 
istics of development. 


Minieter Butrue Harb stated that the traditional role of education in the 
development process in Lebanon is part of the nature of the economic 
system itself. Mr Harb added, “In fact more than 70 percent of the gross 
national product has been produced during the early seventies by a variety 
of services. This leads to the fact that investments in human capabilities 
have always been one of the most important elements in development plans 

to the point that efforts were made to avoid the excessive dependence 

on the third seetor and to encourage the development and growth of the 
first and second economic sectors. 


"The matin aspects of educational development which are intended in this 
project are considered to be important elements in the educational system. 
The enriciwent of this system will considerably help in restoring the 
damage which it has suffered. For this reason the Lebanese Government 

is giving priority to this project." 


the winteter of education defined the goals of the project in the following 
two points: 


io equip physics, chemistry and biology laboratories in all Lebanese 
publie secondary schools and to establish multi-purpose workshops to teach 
sciences in public middie schools. 


To equip normal schools with similar apparati so that it can be used in 
trainiog the future teachers and to organize refreshing sessions during 
the teachers’ service. 


‘he Islamic loan will be spent on the purchase of audio-visual laboratory 
equipment which will be imported for an estimated cost of $8.470 million, 
lhe balance of the loan will be spent on administrative costs and consul- 
tants. 


shot is the role of the UNESCO in this project? 


lt seems that the role of the UNESCO will be consultative and technical 

and within its general function which aims at assisting the Lebanese 
Government in developing education in the country by means of other projects 
and activities. UNESCO has assisted in formulating the project and in 
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preparing educational curriculums, The organization will also guarantee 
the best performance by supervieing the receipt and the distribution of 
equipment among the different educational inatitutiona in addition to ita 
role in aseigning international advisors to prepare the teachers’ curri- 
eula and to train them in Lebanon, 


jeing similar to other projects that are financed by an international 


finanetal inatitution, what isa the economic revenue of this particular 
project? 


it te not possible to identify specifically the economic benefits of an 
investment project in the field of education. However such a project 
could show in the future a return in the form of the product of the service 


vector which contributes up to 70 percent of the Lebanese gross national 
product, 


it should also be mentioned that Lebanon has been a supplier of skilled 
labor which ts very evident in the presence of a large number of Lebanese 
in Arab oil producing countries. This presence contributes to the economic 
development of these countries. This development is expected to benefit, 
in the future, from an increasing flow of wel! trained personnel who will 
be graduating from the educational institutions which are going to be 
equiped by means of the Islamic Bank loan. 
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LEBANON 


CAMILLE SHAM'UN ON MARONLITE CRISIS, PALESTINIAN PRESENCE 
London AL«HAWADITH in Arabic 11 Apr 80 p 19 


[interview with Camille Sham'un by Sharbil Zughayb, an AL-HAWADITH corres- 
pondant=-date and place not given) 


iText} In a television program called "Dossier," the director general of 
public security, Prince Faruq Abi al-Lama' complemented the ability of 
ex-president Camille Sham'un in controling his party members and his 
success in confining the reaction to the attempt on his life. Prince 

Abi al-lema’' continued to say that Camille Sham'un's wisdom in dealing 
with thie situation helped the process of reconciliation and eliminated 
any opportunity for the conspiracy which threatens the country. 


Camille Sham'un is then a conciliatory person who is trying to be accepted 
by all Lebanese. In the light of this conciliatory role, AlL~HAWADITH 
interviewed the leader of the National Lebanese Party who very recently 
celebrated his 80th birthday. 


President Sham'un Likes confronting questions and refuses to answer any 
questions that lack intensity and look like dead fish. 


With this in mind the first question was: 


‘Question! Mr President. We were in a war among the Lebanese and we are 
now in a war among the Maronites. Whom do you think is responsible for 
that? 


{Anewer! Such a war exists only in the imagination of those who exagerate 
in their concern for the Maronites. The whole matter is a simple misunder- 
standing between a large Lebanese party and distinguished Lebanese family 
in the north. Besides this misunderstanding which will be solved in time, 
the Maronites deal with each other as one hand and with one heart. As a 
matter of fact, the two sides are basically in agreement on the unified 
national goal which is the total supremacy of Lebanon, the unity of its 
people and the safety of its borders. 








[Question] How deep are the differences that separate the National Lebanese 
Party from the rest of the parties in Lebanon and mainly the National 
Movement ? 


[Answer] The heart of the indisputable beliefs of the Lebanese Party is 
the admission of Lebanon's total independence, supremacy and unity. From 
this bellef stems the call to liberate Lebanon from any illegitimate 

armed existence and to admit that Lebanon is a founding and active member 
in the League of Arab Nations and that is abides by its charter in both 
rights and obligations. So, within the framework of these national dimen- 
sions, the National Lebanese Party reaches out to all those who share 

its beliefs. 


[Question] There has been a lot of talk recently about the Maronite- 
Palestinian reconciliations. In your opinion, could this occur or is it 
impossible due to the circumstances? 


[Answer] Again I say that I am ready for dialogues with the Palestinians. 
In spite of the past miseries, I still consider them as our guests with 
all the rights of such a tradition. 


[Question] Does this mean that the Maronite-Palestinian reconciliation 
is the way that leads to a Lebanese-Lebanese reconciliation or is it that 
a reconciliation requires a solution for the Palestinian presence in 
Lebanon? 


[Answer] This is an issue for a dialog and I repeat that I am ready for 
any dialog. 


[Question] Where would the results of such a dialog be or lead? 
[Answer] When the dialog is over I will give you my opinion. 


[Question] If the dialog ends with a reconciliation, does that mean that 
the crisis is over? 


[Answer] What reconciliation? Reconciliation is a stretchy word. If 
one has to have a dialog with the Palestinians it would be important to 
know what they want. As you wel] know the Palestinian refuses to be settled 
yet he still clenches his weapons. Does he want to stay armed in our 
country and doesn't his armed existence constitute danger to Lebanon? 
These questions should be the guidelines for any dialog with the Palesti- 
nians and in this fashion the dots will be put over the i's. 


[Question] Is the army the means to a political solution or vise-versa? 
[Answer] After the dangerous threats which interrupted the Lebanese 


security we should deal with the army on the basis that it is a vital and 
necessary institution for every country especially for a country like 
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Lebanon which suffered greatly. Our desire is for the army to have the 
effectiveness which will allow it to carry its responsibilities throughout 
this nation. The army should not be supervised by religious concils and 
it should not be subject to religious prejudices which cause its disinte- 
gration upon facing important tasks. We also like to see that the army 

is equiped with the strongest and most modern weapons and equipment and 
this should be the prime consideration of the government in general and 
the Ministry of Defense in particular. 


[Question] How would you explain the assassination attempts on the leaders 
of the National Lebanese Party and is this a settling of accounts or part 
of a plan to liquidate the political princes in Lebanon? 


[Answer] This is the plan of the coward who fears direct confrontation. 
As for the word princes, please allow me not to give it any consideration. 
We live here in a democratic system which prevails over all the people 
including the princes themselves. On the other hand, if we are speaking 
of the social strata we find that this society, like any other organized 
soctety, has a hierarchy with its accompanying social responsibilities. 


Allow me again to extend my most sincere condolences to the family of 
AL-HAWAVITH for the death of Salim al-Lawzi and if you wish to speak 
about princes I would say that the man was indeed one of the princes of 
journalism, 


[Is the subject of princes over? 
[Question] What about the American note which was issued in 1977 to the 
effect that there is no deliverance for Lebanon without the abolishment 


of all political princes? 


[Answer] Who told you that in 1977 the Americans were smarter than they 
are today? 


Camille Sham'un ended the interview by asking the AL-HAWADITH correspondant 
to help himself to a piece of candy and to stop asking questions. 
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LEBANON 


SWEDLSH PAPER VLEWS ROLE OF LEBANESE CHRISTIANS, CITES HADDAD 
LD161051 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in Swedish 11 Jun 80 p 9 


[Interview with Major Sa'ad Haddad by Gustaf von Platen Metulla: “Lebanon's 
Controversial ‘Mad Major’, Haddad's Forces a Political Reality'~--date of 
interview not given] 


[Text] Metulla--Major Sa'ad Haddad does not look like a guerrilla leader. 
He looks like Sigge Fuerst [Swedish comic actor] in the comedy "The Teahouse 
of the August Moon" in the role of the goodhearted but irascible American 
colonel. Major Haddad has kind brown eyes and it is difficult to imagine 
him as the commander-in-chief of an irregular army and the political leader 
of the “free Lebanon" rebel movement. 


He had arranged to meet me in the Israeli border town of Metulla, which is 
surrounded by climbing roses and barbed wire. On the other side of the barbed 
wire fences Lebanon begins, the southern part of which--up to the river 
Litani--is controlled by Major Haddad's Christian forces. About 100,000 Arabs 
live in the area; approximately 60 percent of them are Muslims, the rest are 
Christians. 


The conflict in Lebanon is precisely between the Christian right and the 
Muslim left. Are they able to live together in peace here under Major Haddad's 
"armed protection?" 


"In my sector the Muslims too are on my side and they are so of their own free 
will. And north of the Litani River 90 percent of the Lebanese population 
hopes that my forces will come and liberate them,“ Major Hadded replied. 


These are statements that have to be taken with a pinch of salt. According 
to other sources there is opposition to the major among the Muslim Arabs. 
His attempts to forcibly recruit young people for his forces are especially 
unpopular. 


Many dismiss Haddad--the mad major, as he is often called--as a nonentity, a 


(flara) [meaning unknown] on the surface of the water which will soon be blown 
away. But today he and his army are a political reality. He occupies a large 
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part of Lebanon and forms a protective zone, a “cordon sanitaire," between 


larael on the one side and the PLO forces and the Syrian army units on the 
other, 


The nucleus of his troops consists of several hundred professional soldiers, 
supported by a militia of several thousand men. The major's tank unit com- 
prises at least a dozen Sherman tanks and his artillery is far from ineffec- 


tual. He has his own radio transmitter which can reach all parts of Lebanon, 
lordan and Syria with its news and propaganda. The transmitter is called "the 
voice of hope” and at the entrance to the studio hangs a notice which announces 


that it was donated by Christian groups in the United States "to the wonderful 
peoples of Israel and Lebanon." 


Precisely what weapons Major Haddad has at his disposal today no outsider 


knows. lt is an open secret that Israel equips his forces with arms, ammuni- 
tion and necessities. "What role does his military presence play for Israeli 
security?" 1 ask him. 

"That is of no concern to me," the major replied. "I am not fighting for 


israel but for Lebanon. The PLO has a dominant influence in one part of the 
country, Syria in another. And in history Syria has always considered 


Lebanon part of its territory. If my forces did not exist no one would be 
able to oppose Syrian annexation of Lebanon. So it is our duty and our right 
to Liberate the whole of our area from foreign occupation." 

@ 
Major Hadaod talks of his mission with conviction. On his epaulette he has a 
shieid=shaped badge, which depicts a cedar tree--Lebanon's ancient symbol--and 
1 drawn sword, ‘This is the coat of arms of "free Lebanon," and Major Haddad 


had it cesiened himself. 


tis major's star on the other hand is a memory of his time in the Lebanese 

Army. He belonged to it for more than 20 years and worked his way up through 
che ranks trom cadet to regimental officer. In the course of his advancement 
he attended a l-year course in France and had a similar period of training in 


the United States. Now Sa'ad Haddad's name has been struck off the list. 


but he considers himself "the only Legitimate remnant of the Lebanese armed 
“The country is occupied. My forces are freedom units," he said. 

it is 5 years since he moved south and set up an armed front. His wife and 
his five daughters--between 4 and 1] years old--came with him. They now live 
in ove of the Christian villages in the border zone: an obvious target for a 
terrorist attack from the PLO. 


Between the Palestinian guerrilla units and Major Haddad's troops lie the 
JN peace-keeping forces like a net with large mesh; it offers protection 
against a large-scale attack, but can hardly stop small terrorist groups 
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getting through. What would happen if the Syrian peace-keeping army in 
Lebanon attacked the south? 


(LD161053} "If the Syrians attack I will defend myself. I have no other 
choice," Major Haddad said, But he considers the risk relatively small, even 
though his opponents have acquired more missiles and artillery pleces. 


"The whole world is against us--and at the same time against themselves," he 
said. "I have no oil to sell, the only thing | have is my faith and my con- 
viction.” 


Perhaps it was his faith which saved him about a month ago. He was pursuing 
a retreating PLO group northwards in his jeep when it suddenly drove over an 
anti-tank mine. The jeep flew into the air but none of the four passengers 
was killed. Major Haddad himself escaped with light wounds. 


"It is a miracle that I am still alive," he said. 


But he is most eager to talk about the murder of two Lrish UN soldiers a few 
months ago. It was not committed, as the world press has reported--he claims-- 
by people from his forces. It was the local village inhabitants who were seek- 
ing revenge because lLrish UN units had shot a Lebanese boy during a demonstra- 
tion. 


"Such is the custom in these parts and I offered the United Nations protection 
for the troops, but they did not wait for my escort but set off alone. I am 
sorry for what happened, but I am also sorry that the episode is being used to 
blacken my character and that of my people. fFven the [rish are behaving like 
that, despite the fact that they are Christians and Catholics, just like us. 
[It is shameful." 


Major Sa'ad Haddad has something of a theatrical unreality about him. But 

his actions are of great political significance. In the United Nations Kurt 
Waldheim has urged the Security Council to put a stop to "the intolerable 
harrassment" to which Haddad's forces subject the UN units in Lebanon and the 
United States is greatly irritated at Israel's policy in southern Lebanon, not 
least at its support for the Christian militia's army. 


On the other hand Lebanon's ex-president, Camille Shamoun, has lent support to 
Haddad's move of proclaiming "free Lebanon." "We need people of his calibre, 


he ought to be an example for other Lebanese," were the ex-president's 
comments. 


Our conversation is over. 

Major Haddad holds out his hand to me in farewell. As he goes towards his 
jeep, his pistol, a 9 mm browning, slaps against his hip. The Israeli liaison 
officer comments on his departure with the words: 

"Major Haddad is not mad. He is just eccentric." 
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MAURLTANTA 


NEW ISLAMIC CULTURAL ASSOCLATION FORMED 
Nouakchott CHAAB in French 2 Jun 80 p 8 
[Article: "A New Mauritanian Islamic Association Has Been Formed") 


[Text] The formation of a Mauritanian Islamic Cultural Association was 
announced last Thursday. 


This nonpolitical, cultural association has been authorized by Order No 49 
of 19 May 1980 of the Council of Ministers bearing the signature of the 
minister of interior, said a press communique published Friday in Nouak- 
chott by the association committee. 


The aims of the association are as follows: 
--to rehabilitate the Islamic culture, to purify it and defend it, and to 
popularize inside and outside the country the works of our illustrious 


scholars, literary men, historians and churchmen; 


--to channel cultural and scientific potentials, using them as healthy 
guideline for our society: 


--to correct the erroneous concepts of some people about Islam and its 
culture, and to unmask the calumnies propagated by foes of Islam aimed 

at throwing doubts upon Islam's universality; 

--to encourage original Islamic education, source of our pride and to 
collaborate with specialized organizations toward preserving and promoting 
it; 


--to work toward stamping out any traces of contradictions between groups; 


--to preach noble Islamic values and to struggle against all forms of devia- 
tion; 


--to contribute to the intellectual and physical expansion of youths and 
to shield them against alien destructive currents. 
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Any Muslims who respect Islam and the aims of the association have the 
right to join the association. 


Moreover, a provisional committee of the association has been formed to 
perform the tasks which have fallen to it pending the formation of sec- 
tions and the holding of its lst congress. 


Its committee includes: 


--Honorary president: Imam Boudah 0. Bouceiry, 

--Secretary general: Mohamed el Moctar 0. Gaguih, 

--Deputy secretary general in charge of administrative affairs: Mohamed 
Yahya 0. Veten, 

-~-Deputy secretary general in charge of exterior affairs: B Mohamed el 
Ghaly, 

--Treasurer: Abdou 0. Maham, 

--Deputy treasurer: Abass Djaby, 

--Auditor: Moustapha 0. Bebana, 

-~-Propaganda secretary: El Hadj Mohamed Diouf, 

--Cultural and educational affairs secretary: El Khalil Enahoui, 
-~-Cultural and educational affairs deputy secretary: Thierno Oumar Selly, 
--Information secretary: El Hacen Ould Moulaye Ely. 


In addition, advisers have been appointed. They are: 


Eba 0. Ne, Moctar 0. Hamidou, Mohamed Salem 0. Abdel Wedoud, El Hadj 
Baba Traore, Ahmed 0. Abdellah, El Hadj Boubacar Kane, Hamden O. Tah, 
Mohamed O. Ahmed Miske, Mohamed Lemime 0. el Hacen and Bah UV. Abdellah. 


The association is to admit new membership immediately in Nouakchott, as 
well as throughout the country, and to announce its temporary headquarters 
very soon. 
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SUDAN 


CAUSES FOR DECLINE OF COTTON HARVEST ON WHITE NILE EXAMINED 
Khartoum AL-SAHAFAH in Arabic 7 May 80 p 4 


[Article by Babkir Muhammad al-Hasan al-Amin: "AL-SAHAFAH examines the 
causes of the decline in cotton productivity in the White Nile projects" ] 


(Text! You may recall that a few days ago, a resolution was issued by 

the minister of agriculture to form a committee to investigate the causes 
of the decline in cotton productivity this season, which is economically 
harmful to our country. AL-SAHAFAH had sounded the alarm regarding some 

of the factors which are a direct cause of the decline in cotton produc- 
tivity in its articles titled "Cotton-Watering Operations in the al-Jazirah 
Project" and "Irrigation Difficulties in the Perishing Projects,” and in 
its report on the ruin of a large part of the crop in the projects of the 
Blue Nile. Today, in the final installment in the series, we look into 

the decline in cotton productivity in the projects of the White Nile. 


AL-SAHAFAH went to Duwaym, where the headquarters of the agricultural 
agency of the White Nile is located. We met with Mr ‘Ali al-Hadi Muhammad 
Sadiq, General Director of the agency, and his assistant, Mr ‘Ali ‘Uthman. 
The dialogue was clear and frank. 


Mr ‘Ali al-Hadi Muhammad Sadiq spoke about the circumstances and history 

of the agency's formation: "The agency controls around 62 projects of 
cotton cultivation, extending from the Sa'ada project on the east bank to 
Duwaym, and from the al-Barah project to the project of al-Futuh. The 
biggest of these projects is that of Umm Jarr with its cultivated area 

of 3630 feddans. The smallest is that of al-Wasim, with an area of 92 
feddans. Each of these projects operates on the [three-year] crop rotation 
system. 


"As to the agency, its history goes back to the year 1928, at which time 
it was a government-owned project called the Agricultural Project of 
Duwaym. After the reservoir of JABAL al-Awliya' was built in 1937, it 
was called the White Nile Projects Committee. It included four projects: 
Al-Hishaba, Umm Jarr, Al-Fatish and Al-Sufi. The real goal behind setting 
up what is called the White Nile Projects Committee was to compensate 
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nd pl ide for the citizens of those regions whose agricultural lands 
were tloodes by the waters of the reservoir, Up to 1950, cultivated Lands 
were around 7,000 feddans, With the outbreak of the Korean War in 195] 
and the clse in cotton prices, the government thought it would be good 


to expand cotton cultivation, The cultivated area rose from 7,000 feddans 
to 15,000 teddans, Projects of the private sector worked alongside the 
sovermment project until the state confiscated them in 1968 and added them 


{ the lands of the Agricultural Reform Agency. 


"Ther me to be two agencies working in the White Nile: the Agricultural 
Keform Avency which took over the projects of the private sector, and the 
Committee of White Nile Projects, They were incorporated in 1971 into 

what was called the Agency of Agricultural Reform of the Duwaym Region. 

in 19/5, Che Publie Imatitute of Agricultural Production was established. 


‘he Duwaym ager teultural agency came under the control of the Institute, 

unt ti republican decision was issued to dissolve it and make the agencies 
controlled by it independent. From that time, the Agency of Agricultural 
heform of Duwaym became independent, with its own administrative council 
presided over by the governor of the province and the head of the Socialist 


Union in the region." 


Ai=~SAHAVAN then asked about the index of cotton productivity of the agency 
in the ist four seasons. It was as follows: 


‘able showing decline in cotton productivity in 
the White Nile projects by season: 


16-77 17-78 78-79 19- 80 


ro ‘ty per feddan 
reater kantars 3.193 3. 346 2.937 1.75 


‘Ali 'Uthman, deputy director of the agency, presented the chart to us. 
le be; to telk to him clearly and frankly about the causes of the 
lecline in production in the White Nile projects. 


Al) ‘Uthman said, "The causes of the decline in production are many. 
‘| may be that the White Nile and its projects are subject to special 
nstances influenced by the history of agriculture in this region. 

ve ma iscribe these causes to the following: 


‘1, Such common causes as viscidity and bugs, which diminish productivity 


"2. Th iricultural history of the White Nile. It is necessary, according 
© instructions of the Bureau of Agricultural Studies, to fill the reser- 
voir early in the season, but this never happens at all. For this reason, 
iction is decreased, and we have no control over the reservoir, 
use it is connected with other regions in the Northern Province and 








elaewhere, ror tn eAanon, Most of the areaan are parched and the Crop 
dries trom lack of wate) , Decause moat ot the proje ts in the White Nile 


were designed on the basta ot low withdrawal levels (of flood waters). 


lost of the equipment in the White Nile projects is old and some of 
it is no longer used anywhere else in the world, Also, most ot the 
irrigation pumps are old, broken down and need spare parts. Irrigation 
is the most important ftaector in production, Therefore, we suffer from the 
irrigation problem, 


i, © have a great shortage of workers to pick the cotton this season, 
we Lost mucl | the produce which falla to the ground and is lost due to 


i lack of cotton pickers with adequate training,” 


Concerning a quick relief plan for such a dangerous decline in cotton 
productivity, Mr ‘Ali "Uthman said, "We now have programs to repair, 
constru and replace the worn-out pumps. We are also trying for the next 
season to concentrate cotton cultivation in areas of excellent soil and 
related resources. We will itensify our agricultural guidance and techno: 
logy efforts in order to contribute to the profitability of the farmers 
and the state as best we can,” 


With regard to the help and assistance of the International Bank, Mr ‘Alf 
"Uthman said, "In April of this year the International Bank gave substan: 
tial grants to support the agencies of Duwaym and Kusti. The International 
Bank is also operating according to the plan crawn up for 1984 for the 


electrification of Umm Jart There are c) it from the International 
Bank which will have a great effect on ft | ne and raising production 
according to our goals, namely: 


"1, With regard to the irrigation problems, the support of the Inter- 
national Bank amounts to 6.5 million dollars’ worth of new equipment and 
spare parts. These alone will solve the difficulties of irrigation in 
the White Nile protects. 


A Be | ‘ 


As for plowing, the Bank has eranted 5.5 million dollars to be used 
tor moder irming tractors, both heavy and light, and equipment, as well 


as pumps, rotating sprinklers and ther equipment. 

“We all hope that production w | be improved with the support of the 
International Bank, and that the Institute will realize its goals in the 
service of this country. We will work to improve the economic conditions 
so that our economy wi be sound and fiour ishing for the comfort and 


well-being for its citizen 
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SULTANATE OF OMAN 


U.S. MILITARY INTERESTS IN AREA EXPLAINED 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 3 May 80 pp 10-12 


[Article by Riyadh Najib al-Rayyis: "The U.S. in the Gulf -Bases or 
Facilities?”] 


[Text] Finally, America has reached the Arabian Gulf. It arrived with 
hesitation, reservation and fear. But it did arrive. Since America is a 


giant nacion, its arrival could not possibly be secret, There are no 
secrets in America; the Americans wear a bell as large as that of the mili- 
tary mule that disturbs the ears of people in the Gulf area these days, 
Offticia! U.S, sources have announced that the Sultanate of Oman, Kenya and 
Somalia ave agreed in principle to allow American armed forces to operate 
from their lands should an emergency occur in the Gulf, 


Talk about America in the Gulf must inevitably begin in Oman, as it is the 
only Arab nation in the Gulf that has openly declared its readiness to grant 
the U.S. the required military facilities, and because what concerns Oman 
concerns all the Arabian peninsula. The American presence in the Sultanate 
vill be a new phase of American-Gulf relations, 


The Omani-American story began almost a year ago, and it continued in the 
form of discussions between Washington and Muscat for six months. The Omani 
primary negotiator was Qays al-Zawawi, minister of state for foreign af- 
‘airs, who visited Washington a while ago and met with President Carter for 

er 4O winutes. The American negotiator, Reginald Bartholomew, assistant 
secretary of state for defense affairs, had previously made several visits 
to the region, covering Saudi Arabie, Somalia, Kenya and Oman. The Omani- 
American talks had already started before the Soviets invaded Afghanistan 
and before the American hostages were taken in Tehran. Thus they were not 
reactions to these incidents and the further developments, which have im- 
pacted daily on the Gulf and the Arabian peninsula. The main reason for 
starting these discussions was the increased £ sviet military presence in 
South Yemen following the signing of the Soviet-South Yemeni friendship 
agreement last September. The increased Soviet military presence at the 
sea and air bases of Aden, Socotra Island and Al-Ghidhah on the 


’ 
9 
vy 








OnmanieYemeni bordel! | yhtened U"Man mor: than eve! — inh view oi the teati- 
mony o! military « (pe rte that this presence wae tar in excena vo} South 


Yemen's detense and economi eqgulremente, 


The Omaniv-American talk began because the U.S, asked the Sultanate tor 
limited military facilities for a apecitic time period, Following that 
American request, Oman began a series of political consultations with the 
other states of the area, atter whieh it decided that Qmani-American co- 


operat ion Was approp! Ate, in view of the dittteult circumes tances the 
Arabian peninsula was experiencing and its conviction that cooperation 
with the U.S, at thie Specitic stage would improve and reinforce relations 


between Muscat and Washington 
The question is: What did America ask for, and what did Oman giv 


America asked Oman tor land, sea and air tacilities to use when necessary. 
These tacilities include existing facilities, airports and ports in Oman, 
including al-Sib Airport, Port Qabue and Masirah Island, The U.S. will 
modiiy and improve thee: acilities to suit ite military needs, improve- 
ments which will strengthen these Omani centers and their deiense capabil- 
ities. Improving the Omani military positions will be a military gain to 
Uman and, in turn, will benefit the common Omani citizen as these improve- 
ments will be implemented through openly-bid contracts. In compliance 
with the Omani laws, these contracts will not be contined to American 
companies ©% some people think in addition, the U.5. will bear all the 
expenses ot the required military improvements. 


In return for the above, the U.S. will provide Om ith e required wea- 
pons and sufficient equipment, train Omanis | rhe ure )) such weapons, and 
develop and modernize the Omani fighting capabilities to make it equal to 
any other military torce in the region. Oman only wants to acquire, 
through this deal, the weapons and equipment it lacks and sufficient 
training to use these Weapons. Oman does not want a single Amer ican 
soldier on its territory. tLe is able to tight its wars and does not wish 


anyone to tight on its behalt. tle is also able to protect the region mili- 
tarily in cooperation with it vivhbors, such as Saudi Arabia and the Gulf 
nations. prov ided no pro ov t countries intertere and pr ovided no Arab- 
non-Arab alliance . that i , Acen- pia with supportive Cuban forces, 
occurs. 


Ir the event such an alliance occurs, Oman could resist such alliance with 
its tighting expertise acquired in the Dhotar War and through its good 


Omani military cadres, pro, ed no actual Soviet forces join in the fight 
as in Atghanistat Uniy under such circumstances will it need American 
forces. Theretore, there will be no American mi litary presence in the form 


of soldiers. All these @ i military facilities will be totally under 
Omani supervision and leadership, as it is today, during and after the im- 
provements. 





————————————— —— 


Oman belioves that its new relationship with the U.S. will strengthen the 
peace and sovereignty of its land and, in turn, the satety of the Gulf as 

a whole, because Oman's safety is inseparable from that of the Gulf, There- 
fore, Qwan invites and insists on the cooperation and coordination of 
security and defense among the Arabian Gulf states, beginning with joint 
military maneuvers including all the cooperation and coordination re- 
quired. In Oman's opinion, cooperation among the Gulf nations will prevent 
any regional or non-regional country from attacking them. Muscat frankly 
tells Washington that it does not want the Arabian peninsula and the Gulf 
to become a region of struggle between the two great powers, 


There (s no written agreement or protocol or anything similar yet in the 
Omini-American relationship. There are only ongoing discussions and an 
exchange of correspondence. What Oman is offering as facilities to the 
Americans and what is being negotiated is nothing more than what other 


countries in the region offer them or have offered them in past years. 

Oman does not wish to play the role of policeman of the Gulf, It neither 
desires this role nor qualifies for it. Qman only believes that the time 
is right to profit from President Carter's awakening (after he said that 
the Soviets have deceived him) to America's interests in the world after 
getting rid of the Vietnam complex, and to have him effectively detend 
these interests and the interests of his allies in the region and get the 
U.S. out of its isolation after the Vietnam War. Oman also believes that 
the prevent time is ideal to impose specific demands on the U.S. and have 
them met after years of America's refusal or hesitation to meet such de- 
mands, 

The above was noc all that Oman got in return for its new relationship 
with the U.S. An agreement was made between the two governments to have 

a permanent, bilateral economic committee located in Muscat. The ambassa- 
dor in (he Omani capital will represent the American side, and a high Omani 
ofiicial, to be chosen at a later date, will represent the Omani side. The 
committee's duty is to set up economic cooperation between the two 
countries. This cooperation would begin through the committee with Ameri- 


can economic assistance to Oman, starting with a complete survey through 
field stucies of Oman's economic needs during 1980-1981. These studies 
will cost tive million dollars, to be paid by the U.S. 





» U.S, will, during the next year, and through the above-mentioned 
economic committee, grant Oman 45 million dollars’ worth of economic as- 
sistance for 1981-1982, and 95 million dollars’ wor'h of other assistance 
tor 1982-1983. This committee has a joint fund to which Oman contributes 
equally. Whatever the U.S. grants to Oman through this committee will be 
considered as a 20-year loan, at five percent interest, and with a five- 
year waiting period, These conditions are considered ideal for economic 
cooperation between any two countries. 





fhis joint economic committee will finance Oman's agricultural, fishery, 
water, roads and other projects the Sultanate may need as basic economic 
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The anewer Lies in what the U.S. Secretary of Defense, Harold Brown, said 
in a speech last February, that there was a military gap in the "Carter 
Doctrine’ that will require years to mend. This military gap is what the 
Gulf tears today, 


In order not to make this fear permanent, America will remain on the hori- 
zon, Signaling to the Arabian peninsula that ‘We are here." 
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SULTANATE OF OMAN 


IMPORTANCE OF THE STRAIT OF HORMUZ DISCUSSED 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 3 May 80 pp 14-16 


[Article by 'Abd-al-Ghani Muruwwah: "The British Say: ‘If the World Were 
a Ring, the Strait of Ho wz Would Be its Pearl'; Each Day 19 Million Bar- 
rels of Oil Pass Through che Strait of Hormuz, Representing 90 Percent of 
Japan's Needs and 50 Percenc of Europe's Needs"] 


{Text} To some [government] information agencies in the Gulf, foreign 
correspondents have become, in veome cases, like the owls of Arab legends, 
an omen of bad luck and destruction. 


Although an owl in Europe is a source of optimism, I do not feel optimistic 
when I meet an unusual number of fellow-correspondents hanging around the 
Gulf's hotel lobbies. 


As I left Muscat this time, it occurred to me that I was preceded to it 
and will probably be followed by, a sizeable number of fellow-correspondents 
from all over the world. They come for a sea, air or land pleasure trip to 
watch the sea or at least enjoy the burning sun on the mountain tops at 

the Strait of Hormuz, and to get to know a few very small islands. These 
islands, some of which are inhabited by man, and some of which serve as 

bird sanctuaries, have become the focus of world attention and the primary 
concern of newsmen. 


Colored and black-and-white pictures! Aerial and land photos! Planes land- 
ing and planes taking-off! Everyone racing to get the best photographic 
shots of the residents, houses, roads, trees, sand, rugged rocks, not to 
mention cattle, birds and fishes! 


Oman's mountain tops have been placed on the map of the world press, or 
the map of international politics. History is repeating itself. In the 
year 3000 B.C., the Omanis were the masters of the land and the seas. 
Oman remained until the seventeenth century one of the most powerful sea 
centers of the world. They were the link between east and west, and they 
were the stopping place for merchants and ships going back and forth 
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between Europe ond China. During that period, they acquired an interna- 
tional naval reputation of which nothing remains in the twentieth century 
save memories and legends, 


Omanis are being asked today to regain their great history and the major 
role they were destined to play hundreds of generations ago, namely the 
protection of international navigation lines at their northern borders in 
the Res Musandam region overlooking the Strait of Hormuz. 


This Strait, which is about 30 nautical miles wide, is relatively the most 
suitable sea route, and sometimes the only one, for countries overlooking 
it--Iran on one side and the Arabian Gulf countries on the other. Oman 
and Saudi Arabia have other ports, on the Indian Ocean in the case of the 
former and on the Red Sea in the case of the latter. The United Arab 
Emirates, which have ports on the Gulf, have been working lately on devel- 
oping the part of (Khurfukan) as an alternative outlet on the Arabian Sea, 
which is an extension of the Indian Ocean, 


The mere mention of the names of the countries that overloe*’ the Gulf is 
enough to appreciate the Gulf's economic and strategic impo cance for the 
world economy. Successive political events in the region have in fact 
turned the gulf into a red hot focus on conflict which threatens to cause 
an international catastrophe. 


the disturb ed situation in Iran, in addition to the situation in Afghanis- 
tan, and the Soviet-Aden and Soviet-Ethiopian military agreements, all 
added a new strategic dimension to the region, which reached its climax 
when Soviet military ships entered and anchored in the Gulf's international 
waters and the Americans announced that they were preparing several units 
o. their tleets to crisscross the Indian Ocean in readiness for inter- 
vention in the Gulf when necessary. 


the Gulf region is vit. 1 to modern life in the west, because of its contin- 
uing and urgent need for Arab oil. Figures show that about one-third of 
Lve Arab oil goes through the Strait of Hormuz to various parts of the 

sor a. It any small accident happened in that sea passage, which is about 
700 \keas long and about 400 kms wide, but narrows down to about 40 kms at 
Hormuz, it would jeopardize all western interests. Western oil interests 
represent the main lifeline of the West. The weaterners cherish every 
drop oft oil. They are in constant and urgent daily need for it at any 
price. 


The Soviet Union, on the other hand, is bent on winning a foothold in this 
sensitive region of the world, A responsible Omani news official thinks 
that the Soviets have been seeking to reach warm waters since the days of 
Peter the Great, and that at the Yalta Conference held by the Allies after 
World War II, where they divided their spoils and areas of influence, 
Stalin was very clear about his request for Soviet control of former 
Italian colonies, the most important of which were Ethiopia, Somalia and 


Libya. Today, the Soviets have a firm foothold, bases, and treaties in 
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and with Ethiopia and Aden, After occupying Afghanistan, they are trying 
to dominate Iran, thus fulfilling the great Tsarist dream. 


No matter how the international conflicts and strategic crises may de- 
velop, the Omanis do not forget, especially these days, their great re- 
sponsibilities to protect themselves and their land at any cost. They are 
today, as they were in the past, ready to face and deal with any deve lop- 
ments around them. They could not be content with passively watching the 
course of events. Therefore, they took the initiative of drawing up a 
defense plan in which would participate the direct beneLficiaries of 

secure navigation through the Strait. These are the Gulf oil-producing 
and exporting nations and the western nations consuming this oil. Statis- 
tics show that tankers cross the Strait from and to the Gulf about every 
eight minutes. There are some times over 300 tankers or commercial car- 
riers that pass or await passing daily, carrying about 19 million barrels 
of crude oil in addition to quantities of goods and commercial products 
the west exports to the Gulf states. 


Ninety percent of the oil consumed by Japan, 50 percent of the oil consumed 
by Western Europe and 25 percent of that consumed by the U.S. go through 
this strait: 


An Omani military offi: ial told me that "Oman has coastal shores that ex- 
tend 1700 kms. The armed forces are responsible for the protection of 
these shores. This requires great efforts and facilities that exceed the 
financial capacity of Oman. Nevertheless, we are confident of our capabil- 
ities to protect our territorial waters, even at the cost of the develop- 
ment needed by our people. A large number of Omani citizens derive their 
Support from fishing. Our territorial waters have been clearly defined, 
but we receive frequent complaints by fishermen of violation of our ter- 
ritorial waters by foreign fishing boats. At the present time, we are 
forced to devote our attention to the Strait, thus neglecting our duty to 
protect the interests of our citizens and to protect our shores against 
pollution. But we have to set priorities and act accordingly, sacrificing 
some simple matters for the more urge)t ones." 


An Omani information official said: ‘We are carefully exercising our 
sovereignty and protecting our land and regional waters. Our government 
does not differentiate between a large city or a distant village. Every 
inch of Omani land and water is dear to us, and we would sacrifice our 
money and lives for it. Ras Musandam, Khasab, and Salamah Islands are 


just as important to us as Miscat, Salelah, Nazwa, Sama'il and other Omani 
cities and villages." 


He also said: "We do not realize any profits from the freedom of naviga- 
tion in the Strait, but we are not hurt by it either, because we have other 
ports, and the oil that goes through the Strait is not ours. We should, 
however, commit ourselves to defending our borders and protecting them at 
any cost." 
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International insurance companies, mainly the British company Lloyds, had 
increased the insurance premiums on shipments of goods exported to the 
Gulf. This was on the grounds that the region is facing the danger of war 
following a rumor of military plans to pirate or blow up some commercial 


ships as a means of putting pressure on the west and hampering internation- 
al navigation, 


In reply to this, the Omani military official said that even if it came to 
the worst, the sinking of one, two or more ships would not block the 
Strait, as is being claimed. The Strait is wide and deep, and will not be 


affected by such political clowning aimed at agitation and extortion, he 
said, 


Oman had signed an agreement with Iran in 1974 defining the continental 
shores between the two countries. The Strait was divided by a line running 
halfway between the farthest land protrusions of the two countries. At the 
time, the agreement was regarded as a victory for Oman. As a result of the 
agreement, navigation routes were confined to territorial Omani waters as 
the Lranian side was not deep enough for big ships. The depth of the 

water on the Omani side is 250 feet. 


Navigation in the Strait is organized by a British international company 
called Mitas, headquartered in Bahrain. This company usually directs ships 
across a small passage near Salamah, one of the Strait's islands, where its 
employees work lO-day shifts. The company receives service fees from the 
ships that cross the Strait. It also offers on-island facilities, accord- 
ing to an agreement with Oman. 


Iran had chosen an international company to regulate navigation across the 
Strait. However, following the agreement between Iran and Oman, the Omani 
government assumed the regulation of navigation routes, since suitable 
passageways were in Oman's territorial waters. 


Special studies for planning new navigation lines across the Strait took 
two years, after which new lines were planned for ships coming to or depart- 
ing from the Gulf. Implementation of these plans began last November. 





Despite the fact that the Strait of Hormuz forms a natural sea passage for 
te countries around it, most of these countries are seeking, one way or 
another, to secure other passageways by extending pipelines to other shores. 
Saudi Arabia, which has had for a long time the TAPLINE which connects its 
oil tields with the southern Lebanese port of al-Zahrani on the Mediter- 
ranean, has recently constructed a new pipeline that connects the Eastern 


Province's fields to Yanbu’ Port on the Red Sea. This port's capacity is 
800,000 barrels a day. 





{raq added two lines to the old pipeline transporting its oil to Tripoli 
in Lebanon, and Banyas in Syria on the Mediterranean. One of tinese two 
runs to the Gulf, and the second passes through Turkey, extending 900 kms 
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to another oil outlet on the Mediterranean. Also, the United Arab Emirates 
had built an alternative port in Khurfakan on the Gulf of Oman and the 
Indian Ocean. 


The Arab chambers of commerce are currently conducting negotiations with 
Arab nations to counter the large increases in insurance companies' 
premiums on goods passing through the Gulf. This would be achieved through 
the formation of an international Arab insurance company. However, this 
project is still stumbling in the maze of Arab negotiations, the last of 


which was a meeting of the presidents of the Arab chambers of commerce in 
Abu Dhabi last month. 


Today, the area of the Strait of Hormuz and the small islands surrounding 
it, has turned into a very busy workshop, following the Omani decision to 
equip their region with all the necessary services and facilities required 
to provide and ensure the security of navigation across the Strait. A 
special committee was formed for this purpose. It is called "The Musandam 
Deve lopment Committee" and is currently working on implementation of an 
extensive developmental plan for the region which will provide the resi- 
dents of the region with all necessary services, such as roads, land pas-~ 
Sages and other daily services such as medical care, water, and education. 
The international political circumstances which have once more places this 
Strategic and sensitive region of the world in the spotlight, remind us 

of the big role -his Strait used to play in the past. It is well described 
in the words ascribed by tellers to British merchants who roamed the region 


in the past century. If the world were a ring, they said, Hormuz would be 
its pearl. 
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TUNISIA 


FRENCH=TUNISLAN TALKS COVER COOPERATION, IMPLICATIONS OF EEC ChANGES 
LD190757 Tunis L'ACTION in French 14 Jun 80 p 5 


([Unattributed report: "Mr Lasram: Imparting a Geopolitical Dimension to Our 
Relations with the EEC; Mr Deniau: Bringing Together Tunisia, France and 
Third Party Capital Within the Framework of Tripartite Cooperation and Talks" | 


[Excerpts] During the official visit to Tunisia paid by French Foreign Trade 
Minister Jean Francois Deniau at National Economy Minister Abdelaziz Lasram's 
invitation, Tunisian-French economic cooperation in general and trade coopera- 
tion in particular was discussed this week. Special attention was paid to two 
subjects during this visit. The first concerned ways and means likely to 
reduce the deficit shown by Tunisia's trade balance with France, among other 
things, by using an original procedure which would make it possible to bring 
together Tunisian projects, French technology and any available third party 
ipital. With this end in mind Tunisia suggested the setting up of a joint 
investment bank which, according to Mr Deniau himself, would serve as 
catalyst tor bilateral cooperation. 


The second subject which was discussed during this visit related to Tunisia's 
relations with the EEC, especially in view of the planned enlargement of the 
EEC. 


Replying to a question concerning the meaning of the "pause" suggested by 
the French head of state prior to the EEC's enlargement and the connection 
between this proposal and the Maghreb countries' concern about the planned 
enlargement, Mr Deniau stated: "President Giscard d'Estaing mentioned no 
pause. He said that since the EEC has net yet absorbed the consequences of 
the first enlargement, it is necessary to wait until the community is able 
to absorb a second enlargement. It is impussible to talk usefully about 
enlargement as long as there are doubts about the community's fundamental 
mechanisms. In our view, this is an essential question, not a question of 
time. 


"As for the consequences of enlargement witt respect to Maghreb countries, 
they will especially affect Tunisia and Morocco. Negotiations on the subject 
are still at a preliminary stage and we hope to be abie to consider these 
problems as a whole during the coming talks." 
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Speaking on the subject, Mr Lasram stated: "During the prime minister's 
visit to Morocco we discussed these problems without Moroccan friends and 
we intend to discuss them with our Algerian friends. What we have in mind 
is setting up @ permanent committee at ambassadorial level which would meet 
in Brussels and which would coordinate the Maghreb countries’ views with 
respect to the community and harmonize our actions within this framework. 


in our view, it is of the utmost importance to impart a geopolitical dimension 
to our relations with the EC with a view to determining genuine relations with 
the EE we must act jointly and present a united front in order to make our 


EEC partners realize the scale of the debate and the importance of the deci- 
sions to be made. In any case, we have felt that our French friends under- 
stand our concern and that they are especially aware of geopolitical problems." 











TUNISIA 


‘LE MONDE’ REPORTS TRADE MINISTER DENTAU'S TALKS 
L.D1L9080) Parise LE MONDE in French 15<16 Jun 80 p 5 
|Miche! Dewre dispatch: ‘“Eeonomic Cooperation with France to be Extended" |] 


[Text] Tunie==Giving broader dimensions to Franco-Tunisian economic coopera- 
tion and raising it to the level of the "preferential relations” which exist 
between the two countries: This is the spirit, according to both sides, which 
prevailed during Foreign Trade Minister Jean-Francois Deniau's visit to Tunis 
on Thursday 12 June and Friday 13 June. 


With | year to go before tae atart of their sixth development plan which will 
necessitate the mobilization of large sums of money, the Tunisians are par- 
ticularly interested in an increase in foreign and eapecially French industrial 
investments. in this connection they proposed to Mr Demiau setting up a “joint 
investment bank" involving Arab capital too. This inetitution would act as an 
investigating office finding projects and the French and Tunisian partners in- 
terested, its banking activities enabling it to provide the funds required for 
carrying out the projects. 


At present Mr Deniau will merely hand this plan over to the French departments 
and bodies concerned for examination, and the joint Franco-Tunisian commission 
which is due to meet in the Fall could examine it in greater detail. However 
the minister was anxious to show how interested he is in this original idea, 
stressing to the press that it could constitute a “practical demonstration" 

of the trialogue so far to Mr Giscard d'Estaing. It might also provide a 
framework suitable for settling the problem of frozen accounts, since the 
investment desired (mainly in the engineering, electronics and automobile 
sectors) could facilitate the repatriation of the FR300 million in French 
savings existing in Tunisia which are still facing some problems. Moreover 
this question is to be raised in a “memorandum” which will shortly be sent to 
the Tunisian authorities through diplenatic channels. 


Finally commercial cooperation was apparently only mentioned briefly, the 


delegations merely noting a “considerable revival" of Tunisian exports to the 
French market in 1979 which made it possible to reduce the still large balance 
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of trade deticit., Moreover the Tunisian officials told Mr Demiau about 

their concern over the problema likely to arise with regard to the export of 
some of the products, such as olive oil and wine, when the BEC is expanded 
to include Spain and Portugal, tn thie connection Tunisian National ELeonomy 
Minister Abdelagiz Lasram announced that hia country hoped to set up 4 stand- 
ing committee together with Morocco and Algeria at ambassadorial level in 
Brussels to coordinate the positions and harmonize the actions of Maghreb 
countries toward the community, 


C80; 4400 END 
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